ZHS Honors World Geography Summer Project
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Welcome to ZHS & Honors World Geography!  I am excited about the upcoming year.  I have a lot planned for you, so to get you ready for all that you will be learning in the year to come, I am assigning the following project to be completed over the summer.  If you have any questions, email me at malana.devall@zacharyschools.org.
I look forward to meeting you in the fall,

Mrs. Devall 

Project: Current Events Collection
Description:

You will collect three articles to cut/print out and write about.  You will choose one current event for each of the three categories below.  Your current events should be from three different countries. (One can be the U.S.)  
1. People: 

population, religion, language, education, traditions, cultural diffusion, 
immigration, race/ethnicity, medicine, technology, etc.
2. Government / Economy: 

laws, conflicts/wars, foreign policy, international cooperation, world leaders, trade, currencies, 
recession, taxes, government aid (foreign & domestic), etc.  
3. Physical World: 

natural processes (erosion, tectonic activity, etc.), natural resources, natural disasters, 
weather/climate, pollution, conservation, endangered species, etc.
The current events may come from newspapers, online news sources, or other reputable publications.  For each current event, you will complete a form detailing specific information about the current event.  The format for the form is shown on the back of this sheet along with an example.  
Requirements:

· The events should be current(from 2017) and relevant, not about sports, entertainment, or tabloid stories.  
· Your summary and opinion paragraphs should be no less than five good (not choppy) sentences each.  Focus on quality, not just quantity, in your writing.  
· Organization: cover sheet, info form #1, article #1, info form #2, article #2, info form #3, article #3 

· I recommend typing the project, but if you handwrite it, please write as neatly as possible.  
Suggested News Sites:
	www.cnn.com
	www.reuters.com
	www.bbc.co.uk 

	www.nationalgeographic.com 
	www.msnbc.com
	www.usatoday.com 


Due Date:     Thursday, August 10, 2017
Assessment:

30   points for current events and information forms (10 pts. each x 3 = 30 pts.)

  3   points for the effort & depth of thought put into your descriptions and opinions of the events

  2   points for neatness, following directions and good grammar

35  TOTAL POINTS








                          (over ()
Current Event Information Form
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Title of Article: _________________________________
Date of the Article: ______________________________
Source: _______________________________________
Country(s) Involved: ____________________________

Continent(s): ___________________________________

Summary of the article in your own words: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Your opinion about the event:


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Current Event Information Form

Title of Article:   “Amnesty Calls on India to Abolish Death Penalty”

Date of the Article:   May 2, 2008
Source:   www.reuters.com
Country(s) Involved:   India

Continent(s):   Asia

Summary:

Amnesty International is urging India to abolish the death penalty, asserting that the death penalty is not a deterrent to crime.  In its investigation, Amnesty International found that the system handing down these death sentences is unfair.  Many Indians were sentenced to the death penalty based on circumstantial evidence, while others who had money were freed.  Many others waited decades to have their appeals heard in India’s slow and backlogged judicial system.  In response to international pressure, India has not carried out an execution since 2004.  Amnesty International would like to see the moratorium on executions become permanent.   


Opinion:

I do not support the death penalty in India or any other country.  Study after study has revealed the same thing – the death penalty does not deter crime.  Putting the convicted murderer to death does not undo the murder he committed and further will not stop someone else from taking another life.  I understand that the family of the victim wants to see justice served, but that can be accomplished by sentencing the murderer to a life spent in confinement.  Isn’t the goal to punish the murderer and ensure that he is away from society so that he does not kill again?  

In our own country, DNA evidence has been used to overturn the convictions of alleged murderers.  If a judicial system as good as ours can make those mistakes, imagine how many people in other countries are wrongly convicted and face the ultimate penalty.  Since judicial systems can rarely be 100% sure that a defendant is guilty of murder, they should not be able to hand down the ultimate, irreversible penalty.

Amnesty calls on India to abolish death penalty 

02 May 2008 12:28:44 GMT 

Source: Reuters
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By Bappa Majumdar 

NEW DELHI, May 2 (Reuters) - Amnesty International said on Friday that India should abolish the death penalty after hundreds of cases examined by the human rights group revealed "fatal flaws" in the country's judicial system. 

A 10-year study of judgments on death penalties handed down over five decades revealed inconsistencies in the investigation, trial, sentencing and appeal stages, Mukul Sharma, Amnesty's India director, said. 

"The death penalty does not deter crime at all and especially when the judicial system that puts them has been shown by this extensive research to be unfair," Sharma told a news conference. 

The international watchdog also urged India to join the global trend towards a moratorium on the death penalty. 

Official records show 140 people have been sentenced to death in India in the past two years but the last execution was in 2004, Amnesty said. 

The lack of executions reflects pressure from human rights groups and long appeals processes in a heavily overloaded judicial system. 

In December 2007, the United Nations General Assembly voted by a large majority for a resolution calling for an end to the death penalty, but India voted against the resolution. 

Judicial red tape and a shortage of judges in India mean death row convicts have to wait for decades for appeals to be heard in a country where the judiciary is burdened a backlog of millions of cases. 

Mercy petitions from death row prisoners who are poor and illiterate are often thrown out for "technical reasons" and cases not argued in court properly, Amnesty said. 

"Most death sentences handed down in India are based on circumstantial evidence and a lot depends on how rich is the under-trial," Sharma told Reuters after releasing the study, titled "Lethal Lottery -- The Death Penalty in India". 

"At the end of the day, life and death in India for the poorer convicts on death row is a like a lottery," Sharma said. 

During the study, Amnesty examined 700 death sentences and found the Supreme Court had acquitted people sentenced to the gallows by lower courts in at least 100 cases. 

In 86 cases, three different courts had three different verdicts, the report said. (Editing by Simon Denyer) 
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