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All students entering English II Gifted will read the following book: 

How to Read Literature Like a Professor: A Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading 
Between the Lines, Revised Edition (Thomas C. Foster) ISBN: 978-0062301673 

Additionally, each student will read ONE novel from the choices below.  You will write a 
literary analysis of the text focusing on the development of one striking element in the novel 
- for example, symbolism, figurative language, point of view, characterization, etc. - and 
how that element contributes to the development of the novel’s overall meaning or themes 
(see resources in our summer reading folder on Moodle).  All summaries included here are 
from Goodreads.com: 

1. The Kite Runner (Khaled Hosseini) 

“It may be unfair, but what happens in a few days, sometimes even a single day, can change the 
course of a whole lifetime."  

Amir is the son of a wealthy Kabul merchant, a member of the ruling caste of Pashtuns. Hassan, 
his servant and constant companion, is a Hazara, a despised and impoverished caste. Their 
uncommon bond is torn by Amir's choice to abandon his friend amidst the increasing ethnic, 
religious, and political tensions of the dying years of the Afghan monarchy, wrenching them far 
apart. But so strong is the bond between the two boys that Amir journeys back to a distant world, to 
try to right past wrongs against the only true friend he ever had. 

The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the 
son of his father’s servant, The Kite Runner is a beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the 
process of being destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price of betrayal, and the possibility 
of redemption; and an exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their 
lies. 
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A sweeping story of family, love, and friendship told against the devastating backdrop of the 
history of Afghanistan over the last thirty years, The Kite Runner is an unusual and powerful novel 
that has become a beloved, one-of-a-kind classic. 

2. Life of Pi (Yann Martel) 

Life of Pi is a fantasy adventure novel by Yann Martel published in 2001. The protagonist, Piscine 
Molitor "Pi" Patel, a Tamil boy from Pondicherry, explores issues of spirituality and practicality from 
an early age. He survives 227 days after a shipwreck while stranded on a boat in the Pacific Ocean 
with a Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. 

3. Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress (Dai Sijie) 

In this enchanting tale about the magic of reading and the wonder of romantic awakening, two 
hapless city boys are exiled to a remote mountain village for reeducation during China's infamous 
Cultural Revolution. There they meet the daughter of the local tailor and discover a hidden stash of 
Western classics in Chinese translation. As they flirt with the seamstress and secretly devour these 
banned works, they find transit from their grim surroundings to worlds they never imagined. 

4. The Namesake (Jhmpa Lahiri) 

In The Namesake, Lahiri enriches the themes that made her collection an international 
bestseller: the immigrant experience, the clash of cultures, the conflicts of assimilation, and, most 
poignantly, the tangled ties between generations. Here again Lahiri displays her deft touch for the 
perfect detail — the fleeting moment, the turn of phrase — that opens whole worlds of emotion. 

The Namesake takes the Ganguli family from their tradition-bound life in Calcutta through their 
fraught transformation into Americans. On the heels of their arranged wedding, Ashoke and Ashima 
Ganguli settle together in Cambridge, Massachusetts. An engineer by training, Ashoke adapts far less 
warily than his wife, who resists all things American and pines for her family. When their son is born, 
the task of naming him betrays the vexed results of bringing old ways to the new world. Named for a 
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Russian writer by his Indian parents in memory of a catastrophe years before, Gogol Ganguli knows 
only that he suffers the burden of his heritage as well as his odd, antic name.  

Lahiri brings great empathy to Gogol as he stumbles along the first-generation path, strewn with 
conflicting loyalties, comic detours, and wrenching love affairs. With penetrating insight, she reveals 
not only the defining power of the names and expectations bestowed upon us by our parents, but also 
the means by which we slowly, sometimes painfully, come to define ourselves. 

5. In the Time of the Butterflies (Julia Alvarez) 

Set during the waning days of the Trujillo dictatorship in the Dominican Republic in 1960, this 
extraordinary novel tells the story the Mirabal sisters, three young wives and mothers who are 
assassinated after visiting their jailed husbands.  

From the author of How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents comes this tale of courage and 
sisterhood set in the Dominican Republic during the rise of the Trujillo dictatorship. A skillful blend 
of fact and fiction, In the Time of the Butterflies is inspired by the true story of the three Mirabal 
sisters who, in 1960, were murdered for their part in an underground plot to overthrow the 
government. Alvarez breathes life into these historical figures--known as "las mariposas," or "the 
butterflies," in the underground--as she imagines their teenage years, their gradual involvement with 
the revolution, and their terror as their dissentience is uncovered.  

Alvarez's controlled writing perfectly captures the mounting tension as "the butterflies" near 
their horrific end. The novel begins with the recollections of Dede, the fourth and surviving sister, 
who fears abandoning her routines and her husband to join the movement. Alvarez also offers the 
perspectives of the other sisters: brave and outspoken Minerva, the family's political ringleader; 
pious Patria, who forsakes her faith to join her sisters after witnessing the atrocities of the tyranny; 
and the baby sister, sensitive Maria Teresa, who, in a series of diaries, chronicles her allegiance to 
Minerva and the physical and spiritual anguish of prison life.  
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In the Time of the Butterflies is an American Library Association Notable Book and a 1995 
National Book Critics Circle Award nominee.  

6. Half of a Yellow Sun (Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie) 

With effortless grace, celebrated author Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie illuminates a seminal 
moment in modern African history: Biafra's impassioned struggle to establish an independent 
republic in southeastern Nigeria during the late 1960s. We experience this tumultuous decade 
alongside five unforgettable characters: Ugwu, a thirteen-year-old houseboy who works for 
Odenigbo, a university professor full of revolutionary zeal; Olanna, the professor’s beautiful young 
mistress who has abandoned her life in Lagos for a dusty town and her lover’s charm; and Richard, a 
shy young Englishman infatuated with Olanna’s willful twin sister Kainene. Half of a Yellow Sun is a 
tremendously evocative novel of the promise, hope, and disappointment of the Biafran war.  

7. Calling Me Home (Julie Kibler) 

Calling Me Home  by Julie Kibler is a soaring debut interweaving the story of a heartbreaking, 
forbidden love in 1930s Kentucky with an unlikely modern-day friendship. 

Eighty-nine-year-old Isabelle McAllister has a favor to ask her hairdresser Dorrie Curtis. It's a 
big one. Isabelle wants Dorrie, a black single mom in her thirties, to drop everything to drive her 
from her home in Arlington, Texas, to a funeral in Cincinnati. With no clear explanation why. 
Tomorrow. 

Dorrie, fleeing problems of her own and curious whether she can unlock the secrets of Isabelle's 
guarded past, scarcely hesitates before agreeing, not knowing it will be a journey that changes both 
their lives. 

Over the years, Dorrie and Isabelle have developed more than just a business relationship. They 
are friends. But Dorrie, fretting over the new man in her life and her teenage son’s irresponsible 
choices, still wonders why Isabelle chose her. 
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Isabelle confesses that, as a willful teen in 1930s Kentucky, she fell deeply in love with Robert 
Prewitt, a would-be doctor and the black son of her family's housekeeper—in a town where blacks 
weren’t allowed after dark. The tale of their forbidden relationship and its tragic consequences makes 
it clear Dorrie and Isabelle are headed for a gathering of the utmost importance and that the history 
of Isabelle's first and greatest love just might help Dorrie find her own way. 


