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All students entering English III AP (Gifted) will read the following book: 

Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach Us 
About the Art of Persuasion (Revised and Updated Edition)  ISBN: 978-0385347754  

Additionally, each student will read ONE nonfiction text from the choices below.  ***Please 
note, if you are reading The Devil in the White City for APUSH (or any history class), you 
must select another text for AP English.***  You will write a rhetorical analysis on the text 
you choose (see resources in our summer reading folder on Moodle).  All summaries 
included here are from Goodreads.com: 

1. Into the Wild (Jon Krakauer) 

In April 1992 a young man from a well-to-do family hitchhiked to Alaska and walked alone 
into the wilderness north of Mt. McKinley. His name was Christopher Johnson McCandless. He 
had given $25,000 in savings to charity, abandoned his car and most of his possessions, burned 
all the cash in his wallet, and invented a new life for himself. Four months later, a party of moose 
hunters found his decomposed body. How McCandless came to die is the unforgettable story 
of Into the Wild. 

2. Unbroken: A WWII Story of Survival, Resilience, and Redemption (Laura Hillenbrand) 

On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean and 
disappeared, leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the 
ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who 
was struggling to a life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary 
odysseys of the Second World War. 
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The lieutenant’s name was Louis Zamperini. In boyhood, he’d been a cunning and 
incorrigible delinquent, breaking into houses, brawling, and fleeing his home to ride the rails. As 
a teenager, he had channeled his defiance into running, discovering a prodigious talent that had 
carried him to the Berlin Olympics and within sight of the four-minute mile. But when war had 
come, the athlete had become an airman, embarking on a journey that led to his doomed flight, a 
tiny raft, and a drift into the unknown. 

Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks, a foundering raft, 
thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the limits of 
endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity; suffering with hope, resolve, 
and humor; brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would be suspended 
on the fraying wire of his will. 

3. In Cold Blood (Truman Capote) 

On November 15, 1959, in the small town of Holcomb, Kansas, four members of the Clutter 
family were savagely murdered by blasts from a shotgun held a few inches from their faces. 
There was no apparent motive for the crime, and there were almost no clues. 

As Truman Capote reconstructs the murder and the investigation that led to the capture, trial, 
and execution of the killers, he generates both mesmerizing suspense and astonishing 
empathy. In Cold Blood is a work that transcends its moment, yielding poignant insights into the 
nature of American violence. 
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4. The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair That Changed 
America (Erik Larson) 

Author Erik Larson imbues the incredible events surrounding the 1893 Chicago World's Fair 
with such drama that readers may find themselves checking the book's categorization to be sure 
that 'The Devil in the White City' is not, in fact, a highly imaginative novel. Larson tells the 
stories of two men: Daniel H. Burnham, the architect responsible for the fair's construction, and 
H.H. Holmes, a serial killer masquerading as a charming doctor.  

Burnham's challenge was immense. In a short period of time, he was forced to overcome the 
death of his partner and numerous other obstacles to construct the famous "White City" around 
which the fair was built. His efforts to complete the project, and the fair's incredible success, are 
skillfully related along with entertaining appearances by such notables as Buffalo Bill Cody, 
Susan B. Anthony, Nikola Tesla and Thomas Edison.  

The activities of the sinister Dr. Holmes, who is believed to be responsible for scores of 
murders around the time of the fair, are equally remarkable. He devised and erected the World's 
Fair Hotel, complete with crematorium and gas chamber, near the fairgrounds and used the event 
as well as his own charismatic personality to lure victims.  

5. The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks (Rebecca Skloot) 

Henrietta Lacks, as HeLa, is known to present-day scientists for her cells from cervical 
cancer. She was a poor Southern tobacco farmer who worked the same land as her slave 
ancestors, yet her cells were taken without her knowledge and still live decades after her death. 
Cells descended from her may weigh more than 50M metric tons.  
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HeLa cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine; uncovered secrets of cancer, viruses, 
and the atom bomb’s effects; helped lead to important advances like in vitro fertilization, 
cloning, and gene mapping; and have been bought and sold by the billions. Yet Henrietta Lacks 
was buried in an unmarked grave. 

The journey starts in the “colored” ward of Johns Hopkins Hospital in the 1950s, her small, 
dying hometown of Clover, Virginia — wooden slave quarters, faith healings, and voodoo. 
Today are stark white laboratories with freezers full of HeLa cells, East Baltimore children and 
grandchildren live in obscurity, see no profits, and feel violated. The dark history of 
experimentation on African Americans helped lead to the birth of bioethics, and legal battles 
over whether we control the stuff we are made of. 

6. The Zookeeper’s Wife (Diane Ackerman)  

When Germany invaded Poland, Stuka bombers devastated Warsaw—and the city's zoo 
along with it. With most of their animals dead, zookeepers Jan and Antonina Zabinski began 
smuggling Jews into empty cages. Another dozen "guests" hid inside the Zabinskis' villa, 
emerging after dark for dinner, socializing, and, during rare moments of calm, piano concerts. 
Jan, active in the Polish resistance, kept ammunition buried in the elephant enclosure and stashed 
explosives in the animal hospital. Meanwhile, Antonina kept her unusual household afloat, 
caring for both its human and its animal inhabitants—otters, a badger, hyena pups, lynxes.With 
her exuberant prose and exquisite sensitivity to the natural world, Diane Ackerman engages us 
viscerally in the lives of the zoo animals, their keepers, and their hidden visitors. She shows us 
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how Antonina refused to give in to the penetrating fear of discovery, keeping alive an 
atmosphere of play and innocence even as Europe crumbled around her.  

7. I Am Not Your Negro (James Baldwin and Raoul Peck) 

To compose his stunning documentary film I Am Not Your Negro, acclaimed filmmaker 
Raoul Peck mined James Baldwin’s published and unpublished oeuvre, selecting passages from 
his books, essays, letters, notes, and interviews that are every bit as incisive and pertinent now as 
they have ever been. Weaving these texts together, Peck brilliantly imagines the book that 
Baldwin never wrote. In his final years, Baldwin had envisioned a book about his three 
assassinated friends, Medgar Evers, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King. His deeply personal 
notes for the project have never been published before. Peck’s film uses them to jump through 
time, juxtaposing Baldwin’s private words with his public statements, in a blazing examination 
of the tragic history of race in America. 

8. I am Malala (Malala Yousafzai, Christina Lamb) 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala 
Yousafzai refused to be silenced and fought for her right to an education. 

On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, she almost paid the ultimate price. She 
was shot in the head at point-blank range while riding the bus home from school, and few 
expected her to survive.  

Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on an extraordinary journey from a 
remote valley in northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in New York. At sixteen, 
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she has become a global symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate. 

I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for 
girls' education, of a father who, himself a school owner, championed and encouraged his 
daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their 
daughter in a society that prizes sons. 

9. The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to Our Brains (Nicholas Carr) 

“Is Google making us stupid?” When Nicholas Carr posed that question, in a 
celebrated Atlantic Monthly cover story, he tapped into a well of anxiety about how the Internet 
is changing us. He also crystallized one of the most important debates of our time: As we enjoy 
the Net’s bounties, or are we sacrificing our ability to read and think deeply? 

Now, Carr expands his argument into the most compelling exploration of the Internet’s 
intellectual and cultural consequences yet published. As he describes how human thought has 
been shaped through the centuries by “tools of the mind”—from the alphabet to maps, to the 
printing press, the clock, and the computer—Carr interweaves a fascinating account of recent 
discoveries in neuroscience by such pioneers as Michael Merzenich and Eric Kandel. Our brains, 
the historical and scientific evidence reveals, change in response to our experiences. The 
technologies we use to find, store, and share information can literally reroute our neural 
pathways. 

Building on the insights of thinkers from Plato to McLuhan, Carr makes a convincing case 
that every information technology carries an intellectual ethic—a set of assumptions about the 
nature of knowledge and intelligence. He explains how the printed book served to focus our 
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attention, promoting deep and creative thought. In stark contrast, the Internet encourages the 
rapid, distracted sampling of small bits of information from many sources. Its ethic is that of the 
industrialist, an ethic of speed and efficiency, of optimized production and consumption—and 
now the Net is remaking us in its own image. We are becoming ever more adept at scanning and 
skimming, but what we are losing is our capacity for concentration, contemplation, and 
reflection. 

Part intellectual history, part popular science, and part cultural criticism, The 
Shallows sparkles with memorable vignettes—Friedrich Nietzsche wrestling with a typewriter, 
Sigmund Freud dissecting the brains of sea creatures, Nathaniel Hawthorne contemplating the 
thunderous approach of a steam locomotive—even as it plumbs profound questions about the 
state of our modern psyche. This is a book that will forever alter the way we think about media 
and our minds. 

10. The Lynching of Emmitt Till (Christopher Metress) 

At 2:00 A.M. on August 28, 1955, fourteen-year-old Emmett Till, visiting from Chicago, was 
abducted from his great-uncle’s cabin in Money, Mississippi, and never seen alive again. When 
his battered and bloated corpse floated to the surface of the Tallahatchie River three days later 
and two local white men were arrested for his murder, young Till’s death was primed to become 
the spark that set off the civil rights movement. 

With a collection of more than one hundred documents spanning almost half a century, 
Christopher Metress retells Till’s story in a unique and daring way. Juxtaposing news accounts 
and investigative journalism with memoirs, poetry, and fiction, this documentary narrative not 
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only includes material by such prominent figures as Hodding Carter, Chester Himes, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, James Baldwin, Gwendolyn Brooks, Eldridge Cleaver, Bob Dylan, John Edgar 
Wideman, Lewis Nordan, and Michael Eric Dyson, but it also contains several previously 
unpublished works—among them a newly discovered Langston Hughes poem—and a generous 
selection of hard-to-find documents never before collected. 

Exploring the means by which historical events become part of the collective social memory, 
The Lynching of Emmett Till is both an anthology that tells an important story and a narrative 
about how we come to terms with key moments in history. 
 
 


