Highlighting and Annotation Tips
Student Resource
Annotating a text is like having a conversation with the text – it allows you to ask questions, identify devices and strategies, comment on meaning, and mark passages you want to revisit. As you become more skilled in annotating texts, you will begin to notice patterns, contrasts, and symbolic elements that you might have previously missed when reading independently. 


A. Mark the passage for imagery  - words or phrases appealing to the senses – and write down any comments about the image in the margin. What does this image make you think of? How does it make you feel? 

B. Mark any details – facts, statistics, research – that help reveal the author’s attitude or that have a definite effect on the reader. Note the importance of the effect in the margin. Why does the author want the reader to know this? 
C. Mark any connotative diction – Do the words evoke positive or negative feelings for the reader? Could the words you mark be put in a similar category (e.g. harsh words, terms of endearment, medical words)?

D. Mark sound effects – assonance, consonance, alliteration – or patterns of repetition. Do the sounds mimic the image they create? 

E. Mark comparisons – similes and metaphors – and briefly note the effect the comparison has on the reader. What is the similarity between the two objects being compared?

F. Mark interesting syntax – the arrangement of words and grammatical elements – in the passage. Look for variations of sentence types and patterns, active/passive voice, and punctuation that does not follow the standard rules of mechanics. 

G. Look back at the annotations made for letters A-F. Do these devices work together to create a specific rhetorical appeal (ethical, logical, emotional)? How? 
If you are annotating the passage for more than one element, each element should be marked differently. Circling      boxing    or underlining  certain types of words or phrases can help you to identify the tone of the passage. Use   {brackets}, (parentheses), and asterisks* to help identify patterns or shifts in the passage. 








