Zachary High School

Honors Civics
Summer Assignment—2017/2018
Welcome to Honors Civics at Zachary High School for 2016-2017.  Honors Civics is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of American government, politics, and the American economic system.  Government and economics are serious and often complex issues which tend to be far removed from the thoughts of most sophomores; in reality, you are affected by the American political and economic systems every day in ways that you probably take for granted.  A careful study of government and economics will help you better understand the country and state in which you live.  

More information about the class will be discussed in depth when school begins in August.  For now, you will be asked to begin to think politically by completing a summer assignment for the course.  The Honors Civics assignment has two parts: 1) Complete the U.S. Constitution assignment; and  2)Current Events.  Only part 1 requires an assignment that will be turned in-a hard copy of the assignment must be submitted by Friday, August 11, in order to be considered for full credit.  Late assignments will be accepted until Aug. 16-one letter grade will be deducted for each day late-no assignments will be accepted after Wednesday, August 16th.  Assignments that are submitted on Wednesday, August 9, will receive 10 bonus points and assignments that are submitted on Tuesday, August 10, will receive 5 bonus points.  All assignments must be submitted via hard copy in class-do not email any assignments.  

If you have any questions about the assignment, please feel free to contact me at any time (ryan.southall@zacharyschools.org).  Don’t wait until the end of the summer to complete your assignments just in case you run into questions! Enjoy your summer-in between all of the assignments that your crazy teachers have lined up for you! 
A Note about Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:  You are expected to complete all parts of your summer assignment on your own.  Any assignments that appear to have been copied from other students or taken directly from the internet (other than from the primary sources themselves) will receive a grade of ZERO and the student(s) will be referred for disciplinary action for academic dishonesty.  By submitting your summer assignments you are pledging that the work is a result of only your own effort.  
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Interim Social Studies Department Chair
Part I. The United States Constitution

· Carefully read and analyze the United States Constitution to complete the following assignment.  This assignment is due on Friday., August 11, in order to be considered for full credit.  Late assignments will be accepted until August 16 but a letter grade will be deducted each day that the assignment is late.  No assignments will be accepted after August 16.  Some good on-line sources for the Constitution are:  www.usconstitution.net ; www.constitutioncenter.org ; www.archives.gov  and there are plenty of other resources available where copies of The Constitution can be found. This part of your assignment may be typed or handwritten.  This assignment is worth 60 points.  
Honors Civics 
THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION
Read the U.S. Constitution. Complete this worksheet using any online or print resources you require – this will be returned to you for you to keep in your notebook all year.
A.
Create a Table of Contents: The Original Constitution
Read each article of the Constitution. Summarize the general purpose or subject of each article, and then write down the meanings of any unfamiliar terms (look them up) or any bigger questions you have for discussion. This can be a place for creative “what-if” questions, too – now is a great time to write them down. You MUST have something in the Details Box.
	ARTICLE
	BIG IDEA: THE SUBJECT
	DETAILS: UNFAMILIAR TERMS & QUESTIONS FOR CLASS

	I
	
	

	II
	
	

	III
	
	

	IV
	
	

	V
	
	

	VI
	
	

	VII
	
	


Follow-Up #1:
Which Article is longest and most detailed? Why do you think that is?

B.
Create a Table of Contents: The Amendments
Identify the main point of each Constitutional amendment.
	AMENDMENT
	BIG IDEA: WHAT DID THIS AMENDMENT ACCOMPLISH?

	1
	

	2
	

	3
	

	4
	

	5
	

	6
	

	7
	

	8
	

	9
	

	10
	

	11
	

	12
	

	13
	

	14
	

	15
	

	16
	

	17
	

	18
	

	19
	

	20
	

	21
	

	22
	

	23
	

	24
	

	25
	

	26
	

	27
	


Follow-Up #2:
If you could only keep two amendments to the Constitution, which would they be? Why? Please provide a detailed explanation.

C.
The Three Branches: Powers
Enumerated powers are those listed specifically in the Constitution. Look through the first three Articles for examples. Pay careful attention to checks and balances – how each branch of government controls the others.

Remember to answer in your own words, and to look up what you don’t understand. That method will help you the most.
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
Checks & Balances: What are TWO enumerated powers it has over the president?
Checks & Balances: What’s ONE enumerated power it has over the courts?
What other enumerated powers does Congress have?
EXECUTIVE BRANCH
Checks & Balances: What’s ONE enumerated power it has over Congress?
Checks & Balances: What’s ONE enumerated power it has over the courts?
What other enumerated powers does the president have?
JUDICIAL BRANCH
Checks & Balances: What’s ONE enumerated power it has over the president?
Checks & Balances: What’s ONE enumerated power it has over Congress?
What other enumerated powers do the courts have?
Follow-Up #3:
Identify and explain two powers that the Constitution specifically DENIES to Congress.

D.
Rules/Requirements for Policymakers
What requirements can you find to hold political office in the United States? Fill in the table below with your findings.
	
	HOUSE
	SENATE
	PRESIDENT
	SUPREME COURT JUSTICE

	Age Requirement
	
	
	
	

	Citizenship
Requirement
	
	
	
	

	Length of Term
	
	
	
	

	Gaining Office:
How does it happen? Who is Involved?
	
	
	
	


Follow-Up #4:
Why would the requirements vary for different offices? Come up with some theories on why the founders would make different rules for different branches.

E.
The Amendment Process
In your own words, describe TWO ways to propose an amendment, and TWO ways to ratify an amendment.
	PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT
	RATIFYING AN AMENDMENT

	
	

	
	


Part II.  Current Events 
Calm down-you don’t actually have to turn anything in for this assignment! Honors Civics will require that students keep up with and think critically about current political and economic happenings.  Current events are a vitally important part of the course as they provide examples of the course content in action.  In order to be successful, you will need to stay informed on major political and economic events on the world, national, state and local levels and to give serious, critical thought to the events taking place.  

Over the course of the summer you should develop the habit of becoming an informed citizen.  Make a habit of reading a daily newspaper (the news section not just the comics, horoscopes, sports section, and love lines) and reading news magazines as well as watching national news broadcasts.  You should also begin to watch political opinion programs in addition to news broadcasts.  Pay particular attention to items that relate to Congress, the presidency, Supreme Court rulings, etc.
Some Suggested Resources for Current Events:

· The Advocate  (Baton  Rouge newspaper)

· The New York Times (newspaper)

· USA Today (newspaper)

· ABC/NBC/CBS evening news programs as well as Sunday morning political shows

· Cable news networks –news shows and opinion shows (CNN, Fox, MSNBC)

· C-SPAN (cable systems public affairs network) –covers the meetings of the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senate 

DON’T BE SURPRISED IF THERE IS A POP QUIZ ON SOME OF THE MORE SIGNIFICANT CURRENT EVENTS THAT TAKE PLACE OVER THE SUMMER.

