
English IV Dual Enrollment: Summer Assignment 2018 
 
Mr. Zerby 
 
Directions:  
Review the following SIX common grammar mistakes that writers make and complete the worksheet 
section associated with each error. 
 
1. Subject-Verb Agreement  
The subject and verb of a sentence must agree with one another in number whether they are singular or 
plural. If the subject of the sentence is singular, its verb must also be singular; and if the subject is plural, 
the verb must also be plural. 
 
Example 1: 
Incorrect: An important part of my life have been the people who stood by me. 
Correct: An important part of my life has been the people who stood by me. 
Example 2: 
Incorrect: The two best things about the party was the food and the music. 
Correct: The two best things about the party were the food and the music. 
 
 
2. Sentence Fragments 
Sentence fragments are incomplete sentences that don’t have one independent clause. A fragment may 
lack a subject, a complete verb, or both. Sometimes fragments depend on the proceeding sentence to give 
it meaning. 
 
Example 1: 
Incorrect: He gave his mother an extravagant gift after the argument. In spite of everything. 
Correct: In spite of everything, he gave his mother an extravagant gift after the argument. 
Example 2: 
Incorrect: The boys snuck home late that night. Then waited for the consequences. 
Correct: The boys snuck home late that night, then waited for the consequences. 
 
 
3. Missing Comma after an Introductory Element 
A comma should be used after an introductory word, phrase, or clause. This gives the reader a slight 
pause after an introductory element and often can help avoid confusion. 
Example 1: 
Incorrect: In case you haven’t noticed my real name doesn’t appear in the article. 
Correct: In case you haven’t noticed, my real name doesn’t appear in the article. 
Example 2: 
Incorrect: Before she had time to think about it Sharon jumped into the icy pool. 
Correct: Before she had time to think about it, Sharon jumped into the icy pool. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4. Misusing the Apostrophe with “Its” 
You use an apostrophe with it’s only when the word means it is or it has. Without the apostrophe, its 
means belonging to it. 
 
Example 1: 
Incorrect: I don’t believe its finally Friday. 
Correct: I don’t believe it’s (it is) finally Friday. 
Example 2: 
Incorrect: The cat was licking it’s tail. 
Correct: The cat was licking its tail. 
 
 
5. No Comma in a Compound Sentence 
A comma separates two or more independent clauses in a compound sentence separated by a conjunction. 
The comma goes after the first clause and before the coordinating conjunction that separates the clauses. 
Example 1: 
Incorrect: The man jumped into a black sedan and he drove away before being noticed. 
Correct: The man jumped into a black sedan, and he drove away before being noticed. 
Example 2: 
Incorrect: She was beautiful and she was happy and she was full of life. 
Correct: She was beautiful, and she was happy, and she was full of life. 
 
 
6. Misplaced or Dangling Modifier 
A misplaced modifier is a word, phrase, or clause that is improperly separated from the word it modifies 
or describes. Sentences with this error can sound awkward, ridiculous, or confusing. A dangling modifier 
is a word or phrase that modifies a word not clearly stated in the sentence. 
 
Example 1: 
Incorrect: While walking on the sidewalk, Mary found a sparkly girl’s bracelet. 
Correct: While walking on the sidewalk, Mary found a girl’s sparkly bracelet. 
Example 2: 
Incorrect: After finally setting off on the trail, the morning felt more exciting. 
Correct: After finally setting off on the trail, he felt the morning was more exciting. 
 
 
 
 
  



Exercise 1: Subject and Verb Agreement Exercise 
Choose the correct form of the verb that agrees with the subject. 

1. Annie and her brothers (is, are) at school. 

2. Either my mother or my father (is, are) coming to the meeting. 

3. The dog or the cats (is, are) outside. 

4. Either my shoes or your coat (is, are) always on the floor. 

5. George and Tamara (doesn't, don't) want to see that movie. 

6. Benito (doesn't, don't) know the answer. 

7. One of my sisters (is, are) going on a trip to France. 

8. The man with all the birds (live, lives) on my street. 

9. The movie, including all the previews, (take, takes) about two hours to watch. 

 

Exercise 2: Sentence Fragments Exercise 
The sentences below appeared in papers written by college students. Act as their editor, marking a C if 
the sentences in the group are all complete and an F if any of the sentences in the group is a fragment. 
Could you tell these writers why the fragments are incomplete sentences? 

____ 1. Then I attended Morris Junior High. A junior high that was a bad experience. 

____ 2. The scene was filled with beauty. Such as the sun sending its brilliant rays to the earth and the 
leaves of various shades of red, yellow, and brown moving slowly in the wind. 

____ 3. He talked for fifty minutes without taking his eyes off his notes. Like other teachers in that 
department, he did not encourage students' questions. 

____ 4. Within each group, a wide range of features to choose from. It was difficult to distinguish 
between them. 

 

 



Exercise 3: Commas after Introductions  
If the following sentences are correctly punctuated with introductory commas, mark a C on the line to the 
left of the sentence. If there is an error, put an X on the line and circle the error. Do you know why each 
sentence is correct or incorrect? 

____ 1. As the boat turned about a dozen dolphins began to follow it. 

____ 2. Since we moved into town, our fuel bill has tripled. 

____ 3. Having chosen nursing as a career Susan enrolled in many science courses. 

____ 4. Usually, I have time to eat breakfast. 

 

Exercise 4: Its, It’s, and Apostrophe Usage 
Part 1 
 
Choose the correct word in each sentence below.  
 

1. I hope that ( its  it's ) not too late to get to the meeting on time.  
 

2. The tree in the back yard has finally lost all of ( its  it's ) leaves.  
 

3. The car is so noisy because ( its  it's ) muffler fell off.  
 

4. ( Its  It's ) been almost forty years since you have traveled to your hometown. 
 

5. Nobody thinks that ( its  it's ) a good idea to talk to Bob right now. 
 

6. Everyone knows that ( its  it's ) his fault. 
 

7. Why did the television lose ( its  it's ) audio signal?  
 

8. Unfortunately, ( its  it's ) going to take a long time to solve this problem. 
 

9. A small plane lost ( its  it's ) landing gear as the plane took off.  
 
 
 
 



Part 2  

Punctuate the following sentences with apostrophes according to the rules for using the apostrophe. 

1. Whos the partys candidate for vice president this year? 

2. The fox had its right foreleg caught securely in the traps jaws. 

3. Our neighbors car is an old Chrysler, and its just about to fall apart. 

4. In three weeks time well have to begin school again. 

 

Exercise 5: No Comma in a Compound Sentence 
Each sentence should contain a comma. Select the pair of words between which the comma should be 
placed.  

 
 

1. We will go out to dinner tonight and they will join us. 

 

a.) dinner, tonight 

 

b.) tonight, and 

 

c.) they, will 

 
2. I would like to get this job done in a hurry but I think it will take a long time. 

 

a.) done, in 

 

b.) hurry, but 

 

c.) think, it 

 
3. I could study chemistry tonight or I could wait until tomorrow night. 

 

a.) tonight, or 

 

b.) wait, until 

 

c.) until, tomorrow 

 
4. The students in the class believe there will be no final exam but the instructor has repeatedly announced there will be. 

 

a.) believe, there 

 

b.) exam, but 

 

c.) announced, there 
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Exercise 6: Dangling Modifiers 
 
Rewrite the following sentences to repair any dangling modifiers. Write your new sentences below the 
original. 
 
1.  After walking for hours, the car looked wonderful.  
 

 
 
2.  While watching a classic film, commercials are irritating. 
 

  
 
3.  To please the children, some fireworks were set off early. 
 

  
 
4.  At the age of twelve, my mother entered me in a contest.  
 

  
 
5.  By taking good care of myself, the flu never kept me from work this winter. 
 

 
 
6.  Budgeting his money carefully, his debts were finally paid. 
 

  
 
7.  To lose weight, fatty foods should be avoided. 
 

  
 
8.  By digging test wells, new oil sources were located. 
 

  
 
9.  Dropped in the bushes, the child found the missing keys. 
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