
Honors US History  
Summer Assignment 2018 

 
Dear Students, 
 
Welcome to HUSH (Honors US History)! As part of the State of Louisiana’s curriculum, 
the US History course in high school picks up where US History left off in middle 
school… with the issues of mass industrialization, western expansion, and progressive 
reform in the late 19th century. Therefore, periods of US history from pre-Colonial to 
Reconstruction will not be covered in this course. To best prepare you for literally 
jumping into the middle of US history, I have composed a summer assignment. HUSH, 
like all honors and AP courses, will require reading, research, and other tasks of you to 
complete independently. If you have any questions about the following assignment, 
please email Mr. Munsell at nathan.munsell@zacharyschools.org 
 
I will be expecting this assignment completed on the first day of school! A late penalty 
will apply for each day that this assignment is not turned in… Do not start off your 
school year, especially in an Honors class, this way. It will be quite difficult to recover 
to a decent grade if you do not complete this assignment. 
 
Enjoy your summer, but be sure to complete your summer assignment!  
 
Mr. Munsell 
 

Course Prologue 
 

 The latter half of the 19th Century was one of great change in America. The 
Industrial Revolution, which began in England, was stretching across the Atlantic 
Ocean to America, and it would both positively and negatively alter the lives of 
business owners and workers. However, this revolution was changing more than just 
industry. The Industrial Revolution was also a period of great physical movement in 
America, as Americans migrated (both west and to urban areas) and as immigrants in 
two major waves (The Old and the New Immigration Periods) crossed the oceans. Not 
only was industry changing as people were migrating and immigrating during this 
period, but the South was changing as well. Following the Civil War and 
Reconstruction, the South was different… It was a “New South.” Industrialization not 
only came to northern cities, but it also came to the agrarian South. However, the 
social injustice of the South still remained. Slavery was no more, but racism found a 
new form in late 1800s Southern culture… This new form of racism came under the 
pledge of “separate but equal” and the infamous Jim Crow laws. The events of the late 
1800s would usher in the new Century, giving rise to an imperial nation but also 
leaving room for Progressive reform. 
 
 



 
Instructions: 

 
 
• For this assignment, you’ll need to obtain a copy of The Devil in the White City: 

Murder, Magic and Madness at the Fair That Changed America by Erik Larson.  This 
book will be available for you to check out at the Zachary High School Library.  This 
book is also found at any major bookstores (Barnes & Noble, Boarders, etc.), book 
websites (Amazon.com, etc.), or at the local library.   Don’t wait until the end of 
the summer to pick up a copy! 

• You’ll need to READ The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic and Madness at 
the Fair That Changed America by Erik Larson prior to the first day of school.   After 
reading the book, you will need to complete the assignment: 

• Summer Assignment Part I (50 Points): 
o After reading the book, you’ll need to write a book review, meaning that 

you should NOT only summarize what you’ve read.  In this book review, 
you should try to focus on the main themes of book. Check the attachment 
to this assignment that lists the instructions and what you should be 
writing about/addressing in the essay. 

o The book review will be turned in the first or second day of class on August 
9th 2018. This will be worth a grade of 50 points (equivalent to a test grade).  

o You may submit them on either the first day or the second day to receive 
full credit.  Late assignments will have a letter grade removed each day it’s 
late. No assignment will be accepted beyond the Wednesday, August 15.  
You must submit a hard copy of your assignment; do not email your 
assignment. 

• Summer Assignment Part II (30 Points): 
o Students will be required to take short answer/main concept quiz on the 

book within the first week of school. This will probably occur either the 
second or third day of class. Students will not be able to use notes of any 
kind. As long as you read the book, you should be able to pass the test.  

• Summer Assignment Part III (20 Points):  Students will also take an AR Quiz on The 
Devil in the White City within the first two weeks of school (worth 23 AR points). 
This will serve as a grade for your history class, but the AR points will also count 
towards your English III class. THIS WILL COVER YOUR AR POINTS FOR THE FIRST 
SIX WEEKS!!!!   

• This assignment will be posted on Mr. Munsell’s and Mr. Southall’s Moodle pages 
throughout the course of the summer.   Feel free to e-mail Mr. Munsell during the 
course of the summer with any questions you might have.  Answers will come 
within a few days of your e-mail during the summertime due to his schedule.  Mr. 
Munsell will his check e-mail daily during the week prior to the first day of school:  
nathan.munsell@zacharyschools.org. 

 

mailto:nathan.munsell@zacharyschools.org


 
 
I’M FULLY AWARE THAT THIS BOOK IS ON WWW.LITCHARTS.COM AND ON OTHER 
WEBSITES. I HAVE ALSO SEARCHED, “DEVIL IN THE WHITE CITY THEMATIC ESSAYS.” 
PLEASE BE KIND TO REMEMBER THE SCHOOL’S POLICY ON CHEATING AND 
PLAGERISM. YOU WILL START OFF THE SCHOOL YEAR WITH A ZERO OUT OF 100 
POINTS IF YOU JUST COPY AND PASTE INFO FROM THE INTERNET.  
PLEASE TAKE THIS ADVICE ACCORDINGLY AND REMEMBER TO ALWAYS UPHOLD 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY. READ THE BOOK AND CITE INFORMATION FOUND 
THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE BOOK, NOT JUST THE FIRST 50 PAGES.  
THANK YOU! 
 
BEFORE I SCORE YOUR ESSAY, I WILL COMPARE IT TO SIMILAR ESSAYS ONLINE 
 
 
 
 
Book Review Instructions Attachment 
Format: 

• 11 or 12 Font 
• Double-spaced, with no more than 1” margins all the way around 
• Times New Roman, Calibri or something similar (nothing that’s hard to read) 
• Written in the third person, past tense  

o For example: no “I believe the author was attempting to do this” – you 
should say “the author attempted to prove this but did not succeed.”  

• Length: Papers must be at least 750 words, double-spaced (do not make 
massive margins). Paragraphs do not a have a set limit, just make sure to cover 
your point(s) in detail / typically, this would call for at least five paragraphs.  

Writing Guideline 
• Introduction: develop a thesis for the paper on the themes of the book and 

include information about the author’s purpose of the book, a brief summary 
of the overall content, etc. This also needs the title and author’s name. 

• Body Paragraphs (3 to 5 paragraphs): Discuss your thoughts on the book, and 
do not simply retell the story (I’ve already read the book).  Each paragraph 
should be topical.  In each paragraph, briefly summarize events that apply to 
the topic and explain how these events support this topic and/or main idea of 
the book.  Students are expected to give cited evidence from the all parts of 
the book to prove their points, not just the first 30 pages.  Students should not 
just cite a long list of facts found in the book or simply do a book 
summarization.  You might want to focus on some of the following questions in 
your topic paragraphs, but you are encouraged to not try to answer every 
single one of these: 

http://www.litcharts.com/


o What’s the author’s thesis? How did he prove his thesis? What evidence 
is used to prove this?  Why did he write about these places, events, 
people, etc.?    Is the author convincing?  What was the book about? 
Could you easily follow the book?  Is this controversial?  How does this 
affect overall US history? Etc.  

• Conclusion: provide your overall impression of the book and explain whether 
or not you thought the author successfully argued his thesis.  Explain what you 
did or did not like about the book as well as what you learn, with example.  Do 
not simply repeat yourself here.   

Helpful Tips: 
• Do NOT write a book report, which is just merely summarizing the contents of the 

book.  I’ve read the book, so I don’t need to you to tell me what happened! 
• Do NOT fill the paper up with quotes from the book to try to take up space.  

Quotes should be used to demonstrate your reading of the book, but paragraphs 
should contain a majority of your own thoughts. 

• Write the page number after any quote you use in parenthesis.  For example: “… 
and the man.” (p. 141) 

• You should underline the book title any time you use it:  The Devil in the White 
City.   

• The first time you introduce a person, you must write their first and last name.  
After that point, only their last name is necessary. 

• Avoid writing phrases such as: “I am now going to tell you about…”, “I have now 
told you about…” etc. / Just say what you need to say!  Cut out the fluff! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Once again, welcome to HUSH! We’re gonna have fun! 
 

“If you could kick the person in the pants responsible for most of your trouble, you wouldn't sit for 
a month.” 

-Theodore Roosevelt 
 


