Zachary High School

Advanced Placement® United States Government and Politics (APGOPO)

Welcome and Summer Assignment 2018-2019

Welcome to AP Government and Politics at Zachary High School for 2018-2019.  AP Government and Politics is a year-long college level course in political science which is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of American government, politics, and the American economic system.  It is my opinion that a course in U.S. Government is one of the most important courses you take during high school.  You may not think that the government and political system are that important to you right now, but you are affected by the American political and economic systems every day in ways that you probably take for granted.  APGOPO will be challenging and will require hard work and concentration from each of you on a consistent basis.  A careful study of government and economics will help you better understand the country and state in which you live.  As an APGOPO student you will be in a college level course and will be expected to approach issues of government, politics, public policy, and economics from a serious and intellectually mature standpoint.  We will read a lot, we will discuss a lot, and I will expect a lot, but it’s a fun topic to read and discuss.
One of the goals of the AP U.S. Government and Politics course at Zachary High School is to prepare you for successful completion of the AP Exam which will be given on the morning of Monday, May 6, 2019.  It is expected that all students who take the AP Government and Politics course will take the AP Exam.  Signups will occur early in the second semester and the exam will cost about $100 per student.  
More information about the class will be discussed in depth when school begins in August.  For now, you will be asked to begin to think politically by completing a summer assignment for the course.  
The APGOPO summer assignment has three parts: (1) sign up for the APGOPO Remind, (2) keeping abreast of current events, and (3) reading and analyzing the U.S. Constitution.  Each of these parts is explained in more detail below.  
These assignments must be completed by Monday, August 13 in order to be considered for full credit.  Assignments completed and turned in on or before the FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL, Thursday, August 9 will receive up to 7 bonus points (3 possible for Remind, 4 for the Constitution Chart).  Assignments completed and turned in on the SECOND DAY OF SCHOOL, Friday, August 10, will receive up to 3 bonus points (1 for Remind, 2 for the Constitution Chart). (See below under each assignment how bonus points will be calculated.)  Late assignments will be accepted until Thursday, August 16 with a deduction of 10% (5 points) for each day late.  No assignments will be accepted after Thursday, August 16!  All assignments must be submitted via hard copy in class; do not email any assignments.  In addition, all assignments must be handwritten.
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:  You are expected to complete all parts of your summer assignment on your own.  Any assignments that appear to have been copied from other students or taken directly from the internet (other than from the primary sources themselves) will receive a grade of ZERO and the student will be referred for disciplinary action for academic dishonesty in accordance with the ZHS student handbook.  By submitting your summer assignment, you are pledging that the work is a result of only your own effort.
Don’t wait until the end of the summer to complete your assignments just in case you run into questions! If you have any questions, email me anytime this summer at adrianne.dykes@zacharyschools.org.  I will check this email regularly and respond to any questions you may have.
Have a great summer!  Have some fun!  Get some rest! But, also, do some work!  I’m looking forward to meeting and teaching each of you next year.






Best regards,







Adrianne Dykes







Teacher







AP U.S. Government & Politics

AP U.S. Government and Politics 2018-2019
Summer Assignments
Part I.  Sign up for Remind (10 points)
I have created a remind account for this class.  During the summer, I may send interesting current event articles and news stories for you to pay attention to.  Once school starts I will use remind to send you interesting current events that relate to content in class and also to remind you of upcoming deadlines and due dates.  Please sign up now so you don’t miss a thing!  You can also share this remind with your parents to keep them up to date.  
BONUS DATES: You will receive 3 bonus points on the Remind grade if you sign up for Remind ON OR BEFORE JUNE 1, 2018.  You will receive 2 bonus points on the Remind grade if you sign up for Remind ON OR BEFORE, July 1, 2018.  And, you will receive 1 bonus point on the Remind Grade if you sign up BEFORE you attend my class on the first day of school.
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Part II. Current Events (20 points)
APGOPO will require that students keep up with and think critically about current political and economic happenings.  Current events are a vitally important part of the course as they provide examples of the course content in action.  In order to be successful, you will need to stay informed on major political and economic events on the world, national, state and local levels and to give serious, critical thought to the events taking place.  

Over the course of the summer you should develop the habit of becoming an informed citizen.  Make a habit of reading a daily newspaper (the news section not just the comics, horoscopes, sports section, and love lines) and reading news magazines as well as watching national news broadcasts.  You should also begin to watch political opinion programs in addition to news broadcasts.  Pay particular attention to items that relate to Congress, the President, Supreme Court rulings, etc.

Some Suggested Resources for Current Events:
· The Advocate  (Baton  Rouge newspaper)

· The New York Times (newspaper)

· USA Today (newspaper)

· ABC/NBC/CBS evening news programs as well as Sunday morning political shows

· Cable news networks –news shows and opinion shows (CNN, Fox, MSNBC)

· C-SPAN (cable systems public affairs network) –covers the meetings of the U.S. House of Representatives and U.S. Senate 

There will be a pop quiz on some of the more significant current events affecting our government or politics that take place over the summer during the first full week of school which will count for 20 points.  (So, sign up for Remind early.  I will be sending links to some of these important current events throughout the summer.)
Part III.  The United States Constitution Chart (40 points)
Carefully read and analyze the attached copy of the U.S. Constitution.  (Keep this, you will need it when school starts!)  Complete the attached worksheet using the provided copy of the Constitution as well as any other sources available to you.
Follow-up questions should be answered in short, but well-constructed paragraphs.

This chart must be turned in when you return to school in August.  It will be accepted for full credit through Monday, August 13, 2018.  You will receive 4 bonus points if you turn in the chart on the first day of school, Thursday, August 9, 2018.  You will receive 2 bonus points if you turn in the chart on the second day of school, Friday, August 10, 2018.  Late work will be accepted through Thursday, August 16, 2018 with a deduction of 4 points (10%) per day.
THIS CHART MUST BE HANDWRITTEN.  NO CHARTS WILL BE ACCEPTED TYPED! 
Once it is graded, it will be returned to you to keep in your notebook all year for reference.
We will refer to the Constitution regularly in class.  It is vital that you have an understanding of what it says!
THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION

PART I: The Original Constitution. 
Read each article of the Constitution.  As you read, you should highlight or underline phrases or words you do not understand; look up these words and write a definition near them in the margin.  Also, write down any big questions you have as you are reading.  (I will check your copy of the Constitution for these annotations; You MUST have annotated the Constitution to get full credit.)  In the Big Idea Box below, summarize the general purpose or subject of each Article of the Constitution in ONE SENTENCE. 

	ARTICLE
	BIG IDEA

	I
	

	II
	

	III
	

	IV
	

	V
	

	VI
	

	VII
	


Follow-up #1: Which article is the longest and most detailed? Why do you think it was written that way?
PART II: THE AMENDMENTS
Identify (1) the date each Amendment was ratified and (2) what the Amendment accomplished (i.e. what right(s) it protects or what it changed about the way the government originally operated).
	
	YEAR
	WHAT IT ACCOMPLISHED

	1
	
	

	2
	
	

	3
	
	

	4
	
	

	5
	
	

	6
	
	

	7
	
	

	8
	
	

	9
	
	

	10
	
	

	11
	
	

	12
	
	

	13
	
	

	14
	
	

	15
	
	

	16
	
	

	17
	
	

	18
	
	

	19
	
	

	20
	
	

	21
	
	

	22
	
	

	23
	
	

	24
	
	

	25
	
	

	26
	
	

	27
	
	


Follow-up #2: If you could only keep two amendments to the Constitution, which would they be? Why? Please provide a detailed explanation for each of your choices.
PART III: THE THREE BRANCHES/SEPARATION OF POWERS
SEPARATION OF POWERS is the idea that the powers of the national government are divided among three governmental institutions to avoid all power being concentrated in any one branch.  ENUMERATED POWERS are those powers specifically listed in the Constitution and given to each branch.  Look through the first three articles for examples.  For each power you list, also note where in the Constitution it is found (i.e. Art. 1, Sect. 8).  Pay special attention to CHECKS AND BALANCES, those powers that each branch exercises over the other branches to control the other branches.  Remember to answer in your own words and to look up and define any unfamiliar words.
	LEGISLATIVE BRANCH

	List FIVE enumerated powers of Congress.


	BICAMERALISM: Congress is divided into the House and the Senate, with each having powers which are individual to that chamber.

	HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: List TWO powers that are individual to the House.


	SENATE: List THREE powers that are individual to the Senate.



	CHECKS AND BALANCES: List TWO enumerated powers Congress has over the President.


	CHECKS AND BALANCES: List ONE enumerated power Congress has over the courts.


	PROHIBITED POWERS: Find the following powers which are specifically denied to Congress.  Identify where you found each and define it.  Then list TWO additional powers that are denied to Congress.

	1. Writ of Habeas Corpus –

2. Bill of Attainder –

3. Ex Post Facto Law – 


	4.

5.

	EXECUTIVE BRANCH

	List THREE enumerated powers of the President.


	CHECKS AND BALANCES: List ONE enumerated power the President has over Congress.



	CHECKS AND BALANCES: List ONE enumerated power the President has over the courts.



	

	JUDICIAL BRANCH

	State the enumerated power given to the courts.


	Define original jurisdiction.  Over what types of cases does the court exercise original jurisdiction?


	Define appellate jurisdiction.  Over what types of cases does the court exercise appellate jurisdiction?




Follow-up #3: Which branch of government has the most enumerated powers? Why do you think that is?
PART IV: OTHER SPECIFICS

RULES/REQUIREMENTS FOR POLICYMAKERS-What requirements does the Constitution specify for the various people who hold political office in the United States?

	
	HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES
	SENATE
	PRESIDENT
	SUPREME COURT JUSTICE

	AGE
	
	
	
	

	CITIZENSHIP
	
	
	
	

	RESIDENCY
	
	
	
	

	LENGTH OF TERM
	
	
	
	

	METHOD FOR GAINING THE OFFICE?

How does it happen? Who is involved?
	
	
	
	


Follow-up #4: Why would the requirements vary for the different offices? Come up with some theories on why the founders would make different rules for different branches.
THE AMENDMENT PROCESS  The Constitution provides two ways for a Constitutional Amendment to be proposed, and two ways for a Constitutional amendment to be ratified, or made officially valid.  Summarize each in your own words; answer the questions who? and how?.  Remember to site the Article and Section where you found each method.
	PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT
	RATIFYING AN AMENDMENT

	
	

	
	


Follow-up #5: If you could make any amendment to the Constitution, what would it be? Do you think your amendment would likely be ratified? Why or why not?
