
E4AP
SUMMER READING
NOVEL CHOICES2018-2019

MS. DUCOTE



GREAT EXPECTATIONS
CHARLES DICKENS

 Great Expectations charts the course of orphan Pip Pirrip's life as it is 
transformed by a vast, mysterious inheritance.

 A terrifying encounter with the escaped convict Abel Magwitch in a 
graveyard on the wild Kent marshes; a summons to meet the bitter, 
decrepit Miss Havisham and her beautiful, cold-hearted ward Estella at 
Satis House; the sudden generosity of a mysterious benefactor—these 
form a series of events that change the orphaned Pip's life forever. He 
eagerly abandons his humble station as an apprentice to blacksmith Joe 
Gargery, beginning a new life as a gentleman. 

 Charles Dickens's haunting late novel depicts Pip's education and 
development through adversity as he discovers the true nature of his 
identity. 



TESS OF THE D’UBERVILLES
THOMAS HARDY

 It is the story of Teresa “Tess”, the oldest child of John and Joan Durbeyfield. The 
Durbeyfields are a poor family living in rural England who are led to believe by a local 
parson that they may actually be related to the d’Urbervilles, a noble Norman family. 

 Trying to capitalize on this knowledge, the Durbeyfields send a reluctant Tess to work 
at the d’Urberville’s estate, a rural mansion in the nearby town of Trantridge. Tess is 
able to secure a position as a poultry keeper on the estate when she draws the 
interest of the family’s son, Alec. 

 Tess dislikes Alec but endures his unwanted advances in order to help her family, a 
compromise that will ultimately lead to her ruin. 

 Subtitled A Pure Woman Faithfully Presented, Thomas Hardy's sympathetic portrait of a 
blameless young woman's destruction first appeared in 1891. Its powerful indictment 
of Victorian hypocrisy, along with its unconventional focus on the rural lower class 
and its direct treatment of sexuality and religion, raised a ferocious public outcry.



SENSE AND SENSIBILITY
JANE AUSTEN

 'The more I know of the world, the more am I convinced that I shall never see a 
man whom I can really love. I require so much!‘

 Marianne Dashwood wears her heart on her sleeve, and when she falls in 
love with the dashing but unsuitable John Willoughby she ignores her 
sister Elinor's warning that her impulsive behaviour leaves her open to 
gossip and innuendo. 

 Meanwhile Elinor, always sensitive to social convention, is struggling to 
conceal her own romantic disappointment, even from those closest to 
her. 

 Through their parallel experience of love—and its threatened loss—the 
sisters learn that sense must mix with sensibility if they are to find 
personal happiness in a society where status and money govern the rules 
of love.



WUTHERING HEIGHTS
EMILY BRONTE

 Lockwood, a wealthy man, rents a house from an eccentric gentleman 
named Heathcliff, who is the tortured master of Wuthering Heights. 
Through Lockwood and the housekeeper, Nelly, the story of 
Heathcliff ’s adoption, upbringing, revenge, and love for Catherine is 
told.

 A wild, passionate story of the intense and almost demonic love 
between Catherine Earnshaw and Heathcliff, who is a foundling 
adopted by Catherine's father.

 The action of the story is chaotic and unremittingly violent, but the 
accomplished handling of a complex structure, the evocative 
descriptions of the lonely moorland setting, and the poetic grandeur of 
vision combine to make this unique novel a masterpiece of English 
literature.



MIDDLEMARCH
GEORGE ELIOT (AKA MARY ANN EVANS)

 This novel is a masterly evocation of diverse lives and changing fortunes in a 
provincial community in the early 19th century and is centered on the intersecting 
lives of the inhabitants of the fictitious town of Middlemarch. 

 The themes of the novel are as numerous as its characters. Through the narrative of 
the story the author addresses the status of women, the nature of marriage, politics, 
religion, and education in the 19th century. 

 The story is principally concerned with the lives of Dorothea Brooke, a young 
idealist whose search for intellectual fulfillment leads her into a disastrous marriage 
to the pedantic scholar Casaubon; the charming but tactless Dr. Lydgate, whose 
marriage to the spendthrift beauty Rosamund and pioneering medical methods 
threaten to undermine his career; and the religious hypocrite Bulstrode, hiding 
scandalous crimes from his past. 

 As their stories interweave, Eliot creates a richly nuanced and moving drama.



THE PICTURE OF DORIAN GRAY
OSCAR WILDE

 Wilde forged a devastating portrait of the effects of evil and debauchery on a young 
aesthete in late-19th-century England. 

 Combining elements of the Gothic horror novel and decadent French fiction, the 
book centers on a striking premise:  As Dorian Gray sinks into a life of crime and 
gross sensuality, his body retains perfect youth and vigor while his recently painted 
portrait grows day by day into a hideous record of evil, which he must keep hidden 
from the world.

 The novel, an archetypal tale of a young man who purchases eternal youth at the 
expense of his soul, was a romantic exposition of Wilde’s own Aestheticism. 

 Written in his distinctively dazzling manner, Oscar Wilde’s story of a fashionable 
young man who sells his soul for eternal youth and beauty is the author’s most 
popular work. Of Dorian Gray’s relationship to autobiography,  Wilde noted in a 
letter, “Basil Hallward is what I think I am: Lord Henry what the world thinks me: 
Dorian what I would like to be—in other ages, perhaps.”



BELOVED
TONI MORRISON

 Set after the Civil War, it is inspired by the story of Margaret Garner, who escaped 
slavery in Kentucky in late January 1856 by fleeing to Ohio. Morrison came across 
the story "A Visit to the Slave Mother who Killed Her Child" in an 1856 newspaper 
article reproduced in The Black Book, a miscellaneous compilation of black history 
and culture that Morrison edited in 1974.

 Staring unflinchingly into the abyss of slavery, this spellbinding novel transforms 
history into a story as powerful as Exodus and as intimate as a lullaby. 

 Sethe, its protagonist, was born a slave and escaped to Ohio, but eighteen years later 
she is still not free. She has too many memories of Sweet Home, the beautiful farm 
where so many hideous things happened. 

 Sethe’s new home is haunted by the ghost of her baby, who died nameless and whose 
tombstone is engraved with a single word: Beloved. 

 Filled with bitter poetry and suspense as taut as a rope, Beloved is a towering 
achievement.



THE BLUEST EYE
TONI MORRISON

 Pecola Breedlove, a young black girl, prays every day for beauty. 

 Mocked by other children for the dark skin, curly hair, and brown eyes 
that set her apart, she yearns for normalcy, for the blond hair and blue 
eyes that she believes will allow her to finally fit in.

 Yet as her dream grows more fervent, her life slowly starts to 
disintegrate in the face of adversity and strife. 

 A powerful examination of our obsession with beauty and conformity, 
Toni Morrison’s virtuosic first novel asks powerful questions about 
race, class, and gender with the subtlety and grace that have always 
characterized her writing.



THE COLOR PURPLE
ALICE WALKER

 This is an epistolary novel published in 1982, which won the 1983 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and the National Book Award for Fiction. 

 This is the story of two sisters—one a missionary in Africa and the 
other a child wife living in the South—who sustain their loyalty to and 
trust in each other across time, distance, and silence. Beautifully 
imagined and deeply compassionate, this classic novel of American 
literature is rich with passion, pain, inspiration, and an indomitable love 
of life.

 Taking place mostly in rural Georgia, the story focuses on the life of 
African-American women in the Southern United States in the 1930s, 
addressing numerous issues including their exceedingly low position in 
American social culture. 



KINDRED
OCTAVIA BUTLER

 Dana, a modern black woman, is celebrating her twenty-sixth 
birthday with her new husband when she is snatched 
abruptly from her home in California and transported to the 
antebellum South. 

 Rufus, the white son of a plantation owner, is drowning, and 
Dana has been summoned to save him. 

 Dana is drawn back repeatedly through time to the slave 
quarters, and each time the stay grows longer, more arduous, 
and more dangerous until it is uncertain whether or not 
Dana's life will end, long before it has a chance to begin.



INVISIBLE MAN
RALPH ELLISON

 A first novel by an unknown writer, it remained on the 
bestseller list for sixteen weeks, won the National Book 
Award for fiction, and established Ralph Ellison as one of the 
key writers of the century. 

 The nameless narrator of the novel describes growing up in 
a black community in the South, attending a Negro college 
from which he is expelled, moving to New York and 
becoming the chief spokesman of the Harlem branch of "the 
Brotherhood," and retreating amid violence and confusion 
to the basement lair of the Invisible Man he imagines himself 
to be. 



THINGS FALL APART
CHINUA ACHEBE

 Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's critically acclaimed African 
Trilogy.

 It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter with Europe as it establishes a 
colonial presence on the continent. 

 The novel depicts the life of Okonkwo, a leader and local wrestling champion in Umuofia—
one of a fictional group of nine villages in Nigeria, inhabited by the Igbo people.

 Okonkwo is a wealthy and respected member of the Umuofia clan of the Ibo people of 
Nigeria in the late 1800s. Okonkwo seems to have everything: he has broken away from the 
weakness and disgrace of his father and is now a successful farmer with three wives and a 
position of leadership in his community. 

 However, Okonkwo has difficulty controlling his temper, and one outburst of violence leads 
to his family’s banishment from their village for seven years. But that’s only the beginning of 
things falling apart for Okonkwo. While he’s away from his village, Christian missionaries from 
Europe arrive, bringing their own ideas about religion and life to the Ibo people. When 
Okonkwo finally returns, will his village be a place he can recognize, or will the missionaries 
have imposed on it a new culture beyond his understanding? 



HOMEGOING
YAA GYASI

 The unforgettable New York Times best seller begins with the story of two half-sisters, separated by 
forces beyond their control: one sold into slavery, the other married to a British slaver.

 Written with tremendous sweep and power, Homegoing traces the generations of family who follow, 
as their destinies lead them through two continents and three hundred years of history, each life 
indelibly drawn, as the legacy of slavery is fully revealed in light of the present day.

 Effia and Esi are born into different villages in eighteenth-century Ghana. Effia is married off to an 
Englishman and lives in comfort in the palatial rooms of Cape Coast Castle. Unbeknownst to Effia, her 
sister, Esi, is imprisoned beneath her in the castle’s dungeons, sold with thousands of others into the 
Gold Coast’s booming slave trade, and shipped off to America, where her children and grandchildren 
will be raised in slavery.

 One thread of Homegoing follows Effia’s descendants through centuries of warfare in Ghana, as the 
Fante and Asante nations wrestle with the slave trade and British colonization. The other thread 
follows Esi and her children into America. 

 From the plantations of the South to the Civil War and the Great Migration, from the coal mines of 
Pratt City, Alabama, to the jazz clubs and dope houses of twentieth-century Harlem, right up through 
the present day, Homegoing makes history visceral, and captures, with singular and stunning immediacy, 
how the memory of captivity came to be inscribed in the soul of a nation.



AMERICANAH
CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHI

 “From one of the world’s great contemporary writers comes the story of two 
Nigerians making their way in the U.S. and the UK, raising universal questions 
of race and belonging, the overseas experience for the African diaspora, and 
the search for identity and a home.” —Barack Obama

 Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read.

 Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled 
Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for America, where 
despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it means to 
be black for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had hoped to join her, but 
with post-9/11 America closed to him, he instead plunges into a dangerous, 
undocumented life in London. Fifteen years later, they reunite in a newly 
democratic Nigeria, and reignite their passion—for each other and for their 
homeland.



PURPLE HIBISCUS
CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE

 Fifteen-year-old Kambili and her older brother Jaja lead a privileged life in Enugu, 
Nigeria. They live in a beautiful house, with a caring family, and attend an exclusive 
missionary school. They're completely shielded from the troubles of the world. 

 Yet, as Kambili reveals in her tender-voiced account, things are less perfect than they 
appear. Although her Papa is generous and well respected, he is fanatically religious 
and tyrannical at home—a home that is silent and suffocating.  

 As the country begins to fall apart under a military coup, Kambili and Jaja are sent to 
their aunt, a university professor outside the city, where they discover a life beyond 
the confines of their father’s authority. Books cram the shelves, curry and nutmeg 
permeate the air, and their cousins’ laughter rings throughout the house. 

 When they return home, tensions within the family escalate, and Kambili must find 
the strength to keep her loved ones together. This is an exquisite novel about the 
emotional turmoil of adolescence, the powerful bonds of family, and the bright 
promise of freedom.



SALVAGE THE BONES
JESMYNWARD

 A hurricane is building over the Gulf of Mexico, threatening the coastal town of 
Bois Sauvage, Mississippi, and Esch's father is growing concerned.  A hard drinker, 
largely absent, he doesn't show concern for much else.  Esch and her three 
brothers are stocking food, but there isn't much to save. 

 Lately, Esch can't keep down what food she gets; she's fourteen and pregnant. Her 
brother Skeetah is sneaking scraps for his prized pitbull's new litter, dying one by 
one in the dirt. Meanwhile, brothers Randall and Junior try to stake their claim in a 
family long on child's play and short on parenting.

 As the twelve days that make up the novel's framework yield to their dramatic 
conclusion, this unforgettable family--motherless children sacrificing for one 
another as they can, protecting and nurturing where love is scarce--pulls itself up 
to face another day. 

 A big-hearted novel about familial love and community against all odds, and a 
wrenching look at the lonesome, brutal, and restrictive realities of rural 
poverty, Salvage the Bones is muscled with poetry, revelatory, and real.



SING, UNBURIED, SING
JESMYNWARD

 Jojo is thirteen years old and trying to understand what it means to be a man. He doesn’t 
lack in fathers to study, chief among them his Black grandfather, Pop. But there are other 
men who complicate his understanding: his absent White father, Michael, who is being 
released from prison; his absent White grandfather, Big Joseph, who won’t acknowledge his 
existence; and the memories of his dead uncle, Given, who died as a teenager.

 His mother, Leonie, is an inconsistent presence in his and his toddler sister’s lives. She is an 
imperfect mother in constant conflict with herself and those around her. She is Black and 
her children’s father is White. She wants to be a better mother but can’t put her children 
above her own needs, especially her drug use. Simultaneously tormented and comforted by 
visions of her dead brother, which only come to her when she’s high, Leonie is embattled in 
ways that reflect the brutal reality of her circumstances.

 When the children’s father is released from prison, Leonie packs her kids and a friend into 
her car and drives north to the heart of Mississippi and Parchman Farm, the State 
Penitentiary.  At Parchman, there is another thirteen-year-old boy, the ghost of a dead inmate 
who carries all of the ugly history of the South with him in his wandering. He too has 
something to teach Jojo about fathers and sons, about legacies, about violence, about love.



A LESSON BEFORE DYING
ERNEST GAINES

 Ernest Gaines is from Oscar, Louisiana, in Pointe Coupee parish.  This novel published 
in 1993 is the winner of the National Book Critics Circle Award. 

 While it is a fictional work, it is loosely based on the true story of Willie Francis, a 
young black man sentenced to death by the electric chair twice in Louisiana, in 1945 
and 1947.

 This book is set in a small Cajun community in the late 1940s. 

 Jefferson, a young black man, is an unwitting party to a liquor store shoot out in which 
three men are killed; the only survivor, he is convicted of murder and sentenced to 
death. 

 Grant Wiggins, who left his hometown for the university, has returned to the plantation 
school to teach.  As he struggles with his decision whether to stay or escape to 
another state, his aunt and Jefferson's godmother persuade him to visit Jefferson in his 
cell and impart his learning and his pride to Jefferson before his death. 

 In the end, the two men forge a bond as they both come to understand the simple 
heroism of resisting and defying the expected. 



THE NAMESAKE
JHUMPA LAHIRI

 Meet the Ganguli family, new arrivals from Calcutta, trying their 
best to become Americans even as they pine for home. 

 The name they bestow on their firstborn, Gogol, betrays all the 
conflicts of honoring tradition in a new world—conflicts that 
will haunt Gogol on his own winding path through divided 
loyalties, comic detours, and wrenching love affairs.

 In The Namesake, the Pulitzer Prize winner Jhumpa Lahiri
brilliantly illuminates the immigrant experience and the tangled 
ties between generations.



ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF SOLITUDE
JHUMPA LAHIRI

 One Hundred Years of Solitude tells the story of the rise and fall, birth 
and death of the mythical town of Macondo through the history of 
the Buendia family and chronicles the irreconcilable conflict between 
the desire for solitude and the need for love—in rich, imaginative 
prose that has come to define an entire genre known as "magical 
realism.”

 Inventive, amusing, magnetic, sad, and alive with unforgettable men 
and women -- brimming with truth, compassion, and a lyrical magic 
that strikes the soul -- this novel is a masterpiece in the art of fiction.

 This is perhaps the most important landmark in contemporary Latin 
American fiction. Published in 1967, the novel was an instant success. 
In 1982, its author received the Nobel Prize for Literature. 



HEART OF DARKNESS
JOSEPH CONRAD

 Charles Marlow tells his story to friends aboard a boat anchored on the River Thames in 
London. This setting provides the frame for Marlow's story of his obsession with the ivory 
trader Kurtz, which enables Conrad to create a parallel between London and Africa.

 The story centers around Charles Marlow, an introspective sailor, and his journey up the 
Congo River to meet Kurtz, reputed to be an idealistic man of great abilities.

 Marlow takes a job as a riverboat captain with the Company, a Belgian concern organized to 
trade in the Congo. As he travels to Africa and then up the Congo, Marlow encounters 
widespread inefficiency and brutality in the Company’s stations. 

 The native inhabitants of the region have been forced into the Company’s service, and they 
suffer terribly from overwork and ill treatment at the hands of the Company’s agents. 

 The cruelty and squalor of imperial enterprise contrasts sharply with the impassive and 
majestic jungle that surrounds the white man’s settlements, making them appear to be tiny 
islands amidst a vast darkness.

 Central to Conrad's work is the idea that there is little difference between so-called civilized 
people and those described as savages; Heart of Darkness raises questions 
about imperialism and racism.



CRIME AND PUNISHMENT
FYODOR DOSTOEVSKY

 In this intense detective thriller instilled with philosophical, religious, and social 
commentary, Dostoevsky studies the psychological impact upon a desperate and 
impoverished student when he murders a despicable pawnbroker, transgressing 
moral law to ultimately "benefit humanity".

 Published to great acclaim and fierce controversy in 1866, Fyodor Dostoevsky’s Crime 
and Punishmenthas left an indelible mark on global literature and our modern world, 
and is still known worldwide as the quintessential Russian novel. 

 Readers of all backgrounds have debated its historical, cultural, and spiritual 
dimensions, probing the moral and ethical dilemmas that Dostoevsky so brilliantly 
stages throughout his narrative. Yet, at its heart, this masterpiece of literary realism is 
ultimately an immersive tale of passion and redemption.

 With its searing and unique portrayal of the labyrinthine universe of nineteenth-
century Russia, this masterful rendering of Crime and Punishment will be the 
translation of choice for years to come.



ANNA KARENINA
LEO TOLSTOY

 Vladimir Nabokov called Leo Tolstoy's Anna Karenina "one of the greatest love stories in 
world literature." Set in imperial Russia,  Anna Karenina is a rich and complex meditation 
on passionate love and disastrous infidelity.

 Married to a powerful government minister,  Anna Karenina is a beautiful woman who 
falls deeply in love with a wealthy army officer, the elegant Count Vronsky. Desperate to 
find truth and meaning in her life, she rashly defies the conventions of Russian society and 
leaves her husband and son to live with her lover.  Condemned and ostracized by her 
peers and prone to fits of jealousy that alienate Vronsky,  Anna finds herself unable to 
escape an increasingly hopeless situation.

 Set against this tragic affair is the story of Konstantin Levin, a melancholy landowner 
whom Tolstoy based largely on himself.  While Anna looks for happiness through love, 
Levin embarks on his own search for spiritual fulfillment through marriage, family, and 
hard work. 

 From its famous opening sentence---"Happy families are all alike; every unhappy family is 
unhappy in its own way"---to its stunningly tragic conclusion, this enduring tale of 
marriage and adultery plumbs the very depths of the human soul.



MADAME BOVARY
GUSTAV FLAUBERT

 This is the debut novel of French writer Gustave Flaubert, published in 1856. The 
character lives beyond her means in order to escape the banalities and emptiness 
of provincial life.

 Emma Bovary is the original desperate housewife. Beautiful but bored, she spends 
lavishly on clothes and on her home and embarks on two disappointing affairs in 
an effort to make her life everything she believes it should be. Soon heartbroken 
and crippled by debts, she takes drastic action, with tragic consequences for her 
husband and daughter. 

 When the novel was first serialized in La Revue de Paris between 1 October 1856 
and 15 December 1856, public prosecutors attacked the novel for obscenity.  The 
resulting trial in January 1857 made the story notorious.  After Flaubert's acquittal 
on 7 February 1857, Madame Bovary became a bestseller in April 1857 when it was 
published in two volumes.  

 A seminal work of literary realism, the novel is now considered Flaubert's 
masterpiece, and one of the most influential literary works in history.



CATCH-22
JOSEPH HELLER

 Fifty years after its original publication, Catch-22 remains a cornerstone of 
American literature and one of the funniest—and most celebrated—books of 
all time. 

 Set in Italy during World War II, this is the story of the incomparable, 
malingering bombardier, Yossarian, a hero who is furious because thousands of 
people he has never met are trying to kill him. 

 But his real problem is not the enemy—it is his own army, which keeps 
increasing the number of missions the men must fly to complete their service. 

 Yet if Yossarian makes any attempt to excuse himself from the perilous 
missions he’s assigned, he’ll be in violation of Catch-22, a hilariously sinister 
bureaucratic rule: a man is considered insane if he willingly continues to fly 
dangerous combat missions, but if he makes a formal request to be removed 
from duty, he is proven sane and therefore ineligible to be relieved.



1984
GEORGE ORWELL

 Written in 1948, 1984 was George Orwell’s chilling prophecy about the future.  And 
while 1984 has come and gone, his dystopian vision of a government that will do 
anything to control the narrative is timelier than ever...

 “The Party told you to reject the evidence of your eyes and ears. It was their final, most 
essential command.”

 Winston Smith toes the Party line, rewriting history to satisfy the demands of the 
Ministry of Truth.  With each lie he writes, Winston grows to hate the Party that seeks 
power for its own sake and persecutes those who dare to commit thoughtcrimes. But 
as he starts to think for himself,  Winston can’t escape the fact that Big Brother is 
always watching...

 A startling and haunting vision of the world, 1984 is so powerful that it is completely 
convincing from start to finish. No one can deny the influence of this novel, its hold on 
the imaginations of multiple generations of readers, or the resiliency of its 
admonitions—a legacy that seems only to grow with the passage of time.



AS I LAY DYING
WILLIAM FAULKNER

 “I set out deliberately to write a tour-de-force. Before I ever put pen 
to paper and set down the first word I knew what the last word 
would be and almost where the last period would fall.” —William 
Faulkner on As I Lay Dying

 This is Faulkner’s harrowing account of the Bundren family’s odyssey 
across the Mississippi countryside to bury Addie, their wife and 
mother. Narrated in turn by each of the family members—including 
Addie herself—as well as others, the novel ranges in mood, from dark 
comedy to the deepest pathos. 

 Considered one of the most influential novels in American fiction in 
structure, style, and drama, As I Lay Dying is a true 20th-century 
classic.



THE AWAKENING
KATE CHOPIN

 Originally titled A Solitary Soul was first published in 1899. 

 Set in New Orleans and the Southern Louisiana coast at the end of the 
nineteenth century, the plot centers on Edna Pontellier and her struggle to 
reconcile her increasingly unorthodox views on femininity and motherhood with 
the prevailing social attitudes of the turn-of-the-century American South.

 It is one of the earliest American novels that focuses on women's issues without 
condescension. It is also widely seen as a landmark work of early feminism, 
generating mixed reaction from contemporary readers and criticism. 

 The novel's blend of realistic narrative, incisive social commentary, and 
psychological complexity makes this a precursor of American modernist 
literature.

 It can also be considered among the first Southern works in a tradition that 
would culminate with the modern masterpieces of Faulkner, Flannery O'Connor, 
Eudora Welty, Katherine Anne Porter, and Tennessee Williams.



THE POISONWOOD BIBLE
BARBARA KINGSOLVER

 The Poisonwood Bible is a story told by the wife and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical 
Baptist who takes his family and mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959.  They carry with them everything 
they believe they will need from home, but soon find that all of it—from garden seeds to Scripture—is 
calamitously transformed on African soil.  What follows is a suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing 
and remarkable reconstruction over the course of three decades in postcolonial Africa.

 The novel is set against one of the most dramatic political chronicles of the twentieth century: the Congo's 
fight for independence from Belgium, the murder of its first elected prime minister, the CIA coup to install 
his replacement, and the insidious progress of a world economic order that robs the fledgling African nation 
of its autonomy.  

 Against this backdrop, Orleanna Price reconstructs the story of her evangelist husband's part in the 
Western assault on Africa, a tale indelibly darkened by her own losses and unanswerable questions about 
her own culpability.  Also narrating the story, by turns, are her four daughters—the self-centered, teenaged 
Rachel; shrewd adolescent twins Leah and Adah; and Ruth May, a prescient five-year-old. 

 These sharply observant girls, who arrive in the Congo with racial preconceptions forged in 1950s Georgia, 
will be marked in surprisingly different ways by their father's intractable mission, and by Africa itself. 
Ultimately each must strike her own separate path to salvation. Their passionately intertwined stories 
become a compelling exploration of moral risk and personal responsibility.



ALL THE LIGHT WE CANNOT SEE
ANTHONY DOERR

 This is the stunningly beautiful instant New York Times bestseller about a blind French girl 
and a German boy whose paths collide in occupied France as both try to survive the 
devastation of World War II.

 Marie-Laure lives in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where her father works.  
When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris and father and daughter flee to the walled 
citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great uncle lives in a tall house by 
the sea.  With them they carry what might be the museum’s most valuable and 
dangerous jewel.

 In a mining town in Germany, Werner Pfennig, an orphan, grows up with his younger 
sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find that brings them news and stories from 
places they have never seen or imagined.  Werner becomes an expert at building and 
fixing these crucial new instruments and is enlisted to use his talent to track down the 
resistance. 

 Deftly interweaving the lives of Marie-Laure and Werner, Doerr illuminates the ways, 
against all odds, people try to be good to one another.



THE HANDMAID’S TALE
MARGARET ATWOOD

 Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home 
of the Commander and his wife once a day to walk to food markets 
whose signs are now pictures instead of words because women are no 
longer allowed to read. She must lie on her back once a month and pray 
that the Commander makes her pregnant, because in an age of declining 
births, Offred and the other Handmaids are valued only if their ovaries 
are viable.

 Offred can remember the days before, when she lived and made love 
with her husband Luke; when she played with and protected her 
daughter; when she had a job, money of her own, and access to 
knowledge. But all of that is gone now…

 Funny, unexpected, horrifying, and altogether convincing, The Handmaid's 
Tale is at once scathing satire, dire warning, and literary tour de force.



ALIAS GRACE
MARGARET ATWOOD

 It's 1843, and Grace Marks has been convicted for her involvement in 
the vicious murders of her employer and his housekeeper and mistress. 

 Some believe Grace is innocent; others think her evil or insane. Now 
serving a life sentence, Grace claims to have no memory of the 
murders.

 An up-and-coming expert in the burgeoning field of mental illness is 
engaged by a group of reformers and spiritualists who seek a pardon for 
Grace. He listens to her story while bringing her closer and closer to 
the day she cannot remember. 

 What will he find in attempting to unlock her memories? Captivating 
and disturbing, Alias Grace showcases bestselling, Booker Prize-winning 
author Margaret Atwood at the peak of her powers.



ORYX AND CRAKE
MARGARET ATWOOD

 Oryx and Crake is at once an unforgettable love story and a compelling 
vision of the future.

 Snowman, known as Jimmy before mankind was overwhelmed by a 
plague, is struggling to survive in a world where he may be the last 
human, and mourning the loss of his best friend, Crake, and the beautiful 
and elusive Oryx whom they both loved.

 In search of answers, Snowman embarks on a journey–with the help of 
the green-eyed Children of Crake–through the lush wilderness that was 
so recently a great city, until powerful corporations took mankind on an 
uncontrolled genetic engineering ride. 

 Margaret Atwood projects us into a near future that is both all too 
familiar and beyond our imagining.



ATONEMENT
IAN MCEWAN

 Ian McEwan’s symphonic novel of love and war, childhood and class, guilt and 
forgiveness provides all the satisfaction of a brilliant narrative and the 
provocation we have come to expect from this master of English prose.

 On a hot summer day in 1935, thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis witnesses a 
moment’s flirtation between her older sister, Cecilia, and Robbie Turner, the 
son of a servant and Cecilia’s childhood friend. 

 But Briony’ s incomplete grasp of adult motives–together with her precocious 
literary gifts–brings about a crime that will change all their lives. 

 As it follows that crime’s repercussions through the chaos and carnage of 
World War II and into the close of the twentieth century, Atonement engages 
the reader on every conceivable level, with an ease and authority that mark it 
as a genuine masterpiece.



THE THINGS THEY CARRIED
TIM O’BRIEN

 This is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory, imagination, and the 
redemptive power of storytelling. 

 It depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat 
Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the character Tim 
O'Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and 
writer at the age of forty-three. 

 The stories opened our eyes to the nature of war in a way we will never 
forget. In the decades since its publication, it has never failed to challenge 
our perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, and courage, longing, 
and fear.

 This modern classic reset our understanding of fiction, nonfiction, and the 
way they can work together, as well as our understanding of the Vietnam 
war and its consequences.



GOING AFTER CACCIATO
TIM O’BRIEN

 "To call Going After Cacciato a novel about war is like calling Moby-Dick a 
novel about whales.” So wrote The New York Times of Tim O'Brien's now 
classic novel of Vietnam. 

 Winner of the 1979 National Book Award, Going After Cacciato captures 
the peculiar mixture of horror and hallucination that marked this 
strangest of wars.

 In a blend of reality and fantasy, this novel tells the story of a young 
soldier who one day lays down his rifle and sets off on a quixotic 
journey from the jungles of Indochina to the streets of Paris. 

 In its memorable evocation of men both fleeing from and meeting the 
demands of battle, this stands as much more than just a great war novel. 
Ultimately it's about the forces of fear and heroism that do battle in the 
hearts of us all.



THE BONESETTER’S DAUGHTER
AMY TAN

 Ruth Young and her widowed mother, LuLing, have always had a 
tumultuous relationship. Now, before she succumbs to forgetfulness, 
LuLing gives Ruth some of her writings, which reveal a side of LuLing
that Ruth has never known…

 In a remote mountain village where ghosts and tradition rule, LuLing
grows up in the care of her mute Precious Auntie as the family endures 
a curse laid upon a relative known as the bonesetter.

 When headstrong LuLing rejects the marriage proposal of the 
coffinmaker, a shocking series of events are set in motion–all of which 
lead back to Ruth and LuLing in modern San Francisco.

 The truth that Ruth learns from her mother’s past will forever change 
her perception of family, love, and forgiveness.



THE JOY LUCK CLUB
AMY TAN

 “The Joy Luck Club is one of my favorite books. From the moment I first started reading it, I knew 
it was going to be incredible. For me, it was one of those once-in-a-lifetime reading experiences 
that you cherish forever. It inspired me as a writer and still remains hugely inspirational.” —
Kevin Kwan, author of Crazy Rich Asians

 Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending 
on who's "saying" the stories.

 In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, 
play mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy 
Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. 
"To despair was to wish back for something already lost. Or to prolong what was already 
unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history continue.

 With wit and sensitivity,  Amy Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep 
connection between mothers and daughters.  As each woman reveals her secrets, trying to 
unravel the truth about her life, the strings become more tangled, more entwined. Mothers 
boast or despair over daughters, and daughters roll their eyes even as they feel the inextricable 
tightening of their matriarchal ties.



SNOW FLOWER AND THE SECRET FAN
LISA SEE

 Lily is haunted by memories–of who she once was, and of a person, long gone, who 
defined her existence. She has nothing but time now, as she recounts the tale of Snow 
Flower, and asks the gods for forgiveness.

 In nineteenth-century China, when wives and daughters were foot-bound and lived in 
almost total seclusion, the women in one remote Hunan county developed their own 
secret code for communication: nu shu (“women’s writing”). Some girls were paired 
with laotongs, “old sames,” in emotional matches that lasted throughout their lives. 
They painted letters on fans, embroidered messages on handkerchiefs, and composed 
stories, thereby reaching out of their isolation to share their hopes, dreams, and 
accomplishments.

 With the arrival of a silk fan on which Snow Flower has composed for Lily a poem of 
introduction in nu shu, their friendship is sealed and they become “old sames” at the 
tender age of seven.  As the years pass, through famine and rebellion, they reflect upon 
their arranged marriages, loneliness, and the joys and tragedies of motherhood. The 
two find solace, developing a bond that keeps their spirits alive. But when a 
misunderstanding arises, their lifelong friendship suddenly threatens to tear apart.



CEREMONY
LESLIE MARMON SILKO

 Thirty years since its original publication, Ceremony remains one of the most 
profound and moving works of Native American literature, a novel that is itself a 
ceremony of healing.  

 Tayo, a young Native American, has been a prisoner of the Japanese during 
World War II, and the horrors of captivity have almost eroded his will to survive. 
His return to the Laguna Pueblo reservation only increases his feeling of 
estrangement and alienation. While other returning soldiers find easy refuge in 
alcohol and senseless violence, Tayo searches for another kind of comfort and 
resolution. Tayo's quest leads him back to the Indian past and its traditions, to 
beliefs about witchcraft and evil, and to the ancient stories of his people. The 
search itself becomes a ritual, a curative ceremony that defeats the most virulent 
of afflictions—despair.

 Masterfully written, filled with the somber majesty of Pueblo myth, Ceremony is 
a work of enduring power.



SNOW FALLING ON CEDARS
DAVID GUTERSON

 Gripping, tragic, and densely atmospheric—a masterpiece of suspense which leaves us shaken 
and changed.

 Winner of the PEN/Faulkner Award 1995 and the American Booksellers Association Book of 
the Year Award

 San Piedro Island, north of Puget Sound, is a place so isolated that no one who lives there can 
afford to make enemies. But in 1954 a local fisherman is found suspiciously drowned, and a 
Japanese American named Kabuo Miyamoto is charged with his murder. 

 In the course of the ensuing trial, it becomes clear that what is at stake is more than a man's 
guilt. For on San Pedro, memory grows as thickly as cedar trees and the fields of ripe 
strawberries—memories of a charmed love affair between a white boy and the Japanese girl 
who grew up to become Kabuo's wife; memories of land desired, paid for, and lost.  

 Above all, San Piedro is haunted by the memory of what happened to its Japanese residents 
during World War II, when an entire community was sent into exile while its neighbors 
watched. 



EXTREMELY LOUD AND INCREDIBLY CLOSE
JONATHAN SAFRAN FOER

 Nine-year-old Oskar Schell has embarked on an urgent, secret 
mission that will take him through the five boroughs of New York. 

 His goal is to find the lock that matches a mysterious key that 
belonged to his father, who died in the World Trade Center on the 
morning of September 11. 

 This seemingly impossible task will bring Oskar into contact with 
survivors of all sorts on an exhilarating, affecting, often hilarious, and 
ultimately healing journey.



THE MEMORY KEEPER’S DAUGHTER
KIM EDWARDS

 Kim Edwards’s stunning novel begins on a winter night in 1964 in Lexington, Kentucky, 
when a blizzard forces Dr. David Henry to deliver his own twins. 

 His son, born first, is perfectly healthy, but the doctor immediately recognizes that his 
daughter has Down Syndrome. 

 Rationalizing it as a need to protect Norah, his wife, he makes a split second decision 
that will alter all of their lives forever. He asks his nurse, Caroline, to take the baby 
away to an institution and never to reveal the secret. Instead, she disappears into 
another city to raise the child herself. 

 So begins this beautifully told story that unfolds over a quarter of a century—in which 
these two families, ignorant of each other, are yet bound by the fateful decision made 
that winter night long ago.

 A family drama, this explores every mother's silent fear:  What would happen if you lost 
your child and she grew up without you? It is also an astonishing tale of love and how 
the mysterious ties that hold a family together help us survive the heartache that 
occurs when long-buried secrets are finally uncovered.



NEVER LET ME GO
KAZUO ISHIGURO

 As children Kathy, Ruth, and Tommy were students at Hailsham, an 
exclusive boarding school secluded in the English countryside. 

 It was a place of mercurial cliques and mysterious rules where 
teachers were constantly reminding their charges of how special they 
were. 

 Now, years later, Kathy is a young woman. Ruth and Tommy have 
reentered her life and for the first time she is beginning to look back 
at their shared past and understand just what it is that makes them 
special—and how that gift will shape the rest of their time together.

 Suspenseful, moving, beautifully atmospheric, Never Let Me Go is 
modern classic.



THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME
MARK HADDON

 A bestselling modern classic—both poignant and funny—about a boy 
with autism who sets out to solve the murder of a neighbor's dog 
and discovers unexpected truths about himself and the world.

 Christopher John Francis Boone knows all the countries of the 
world and their capitals and every prime number up to 7,057. He 
relates well to animals but has no understanding of human emotions. 
He cannot stand to be touched.  And he detests the color yellow.

 This improbable story of Christopher's quest to investigate the 
suspicious death of a neighborhood dog makes for one of the most 
captivating, unusual, and widely heralded novels in recent years.



STATION ELEVEN
EMILY ST. JOHN MANDEL

 Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the night Arthur Leander, the famous 
Hollywood actor, had a heart attack on stage during a production of King 
Lear.That was the night when a devastating flu pandemic arrived in the city, 
and within weeks, civilization as we know it came to an end.

 Twenty years later, Kirsten moves between the settlements of the altered 
world with a small troupe of actors and musicians. They call themselves The 
Traveling Symphony, and they have dedicated themselves to keeping the 
remnants of art and humanity alive.

 But when they arrive in St. Deborah by the Water, they encounter a violent 
prophet who will threaten the tiny band’s existence.  As the story takes off, 
moving back and forth in time, and vividly depicting life before and after the 
pandemic, the strange twist of fate that connects them all will be revealed.



THE GOLDFINCH
DONNA TARTT

 Theo Decker, a 13-year-old New Yorker, miraculously survives an accident 
that kills his mother.  Abandoned by his father, Theo is taken in by the family 
of a wealthy friend.

 Bewildered by his strange new home on Park Avenue, disturbed by 
schoolmates who don't know how to talk to him, and tormented above all 
by his longing for his mother, he clings to the one thing that reminds him of 
her: a small, mysteriously captivating painting that ultimately draws Theo into 
the underworld of art.

 As an adult, Theo moves silkily between the drawing rooms of the rich and 
the dusty labyrinth of an antiques store where he works. He is alienated and 
in love--and at the center of a narrowing, ever more dangerous circle.

 The Goldfinch is a mesmerizing, stay-up-all-night and tell-all-your-friends 
triumph, an old-fashioned story of loss and obsession, survival and self-
invention, and the ruthless machinations of fate.



WATER FOR ELEPHANTS
SARA GRUEN

 Jacob Janowski's luck had run out--orphaned and penniless, he had no 
direction until he landed on a rickety train that was home to the 
Benzini Brothers Most Spectacular Show on Earth. 

 A veterinary student just shy of a degree, he was put in charge of 
caring for the circus menagerie. It was the Great Depression and for 
Jacob the circus was both his salvation and a living hell. 

 There he met Marlena, the beautiful equestrian star married to August, 
the charismatic but brutal animal trainer.  He also met Rosie, an 
untrainable elephant who was the great hope for this third-rate 
traveling show. 

 The bond that grew among this group of misfits was one of love and 
trust, and ultimately, it was their only hope for survival.



BRAVE NEW WORLD
ALDOUS HUXLEY

 Aldous Huxley's profoundly important classic of world literature, Brave New 
World is a searching vision of an unequal, technologically-advanced future 
where humans are genetically bred, socially indoctrinated, and 
pharmaceutically anesthetized to passively uphold an authoritarian ruling 
order–all at the cost of our freedom, full humanity, and perhaps also our 
souls. 

 Brave New World has enthralled and terrified millions of readers, and retains 
its urgent relevance to this day as both a warning to be heeded as we head 
into tomorrow and as thought-provoking, satisfying work of literature. 

 Written in the shadow of the rise of fascism during the 1930s, Brave New 
World likewise speaks to a 21st-century world dominated by mass-
entertainment, technology, medicine and pharmaceuticals, the arts of 
persuasion, and the hidden influence of elites.



THE ROAD
CORMAC MCCARTHY

 The searing, post-apocalyptic novel about a father and son's fight to survive.

 A father and his son walk alone through burned America. Nothing moves in the 
ravaged landscape save the ash on the wind. It is cold enough to crack stones, 
and when the snow falls it is gray. The sky is dark. Their destination is the coast, 
although they don't know what, if anything, awaits them there. They have nothing; 
just a pistol to defend themselves against the lawless bands that stalk the road, 
the clothes they are wearing, a cart of scavenged food—and each other.

 The Road is the profoundly moving story of a journey. It boldly imagines a future 
in which no hope remains, but in which the father and his son, "each the other's 
world entire," are sustained by love. 

 Awesome in the totality of its vision, it is an unflinching meditation on the worst 
and the best that we are capable of: ultimate destructiveness, desperate tenacity, 
and the tenderness that keeps two people alive in the face of total devastation.



NO COUNTRY FOR OLD MEN
CORMAC MCCARTHY

 Cormac McCarthy returns to the Texas-Mexico border, setting of his 
famed Border Trilogy. 

 The time is our own, when rustlers have given way to drug-runners and 
small towns have become free-fire zones. One day, a good old boy named 
Llewellyn Moss finds a pickup truck surrounded by a bodyguard of dead men.  
A load of heroin and two million dollars in cash are still in the back. When 
Moss takes the money, he sets off a chain reaction of catastrophic violence 
that not even the law–in the person of aging, disillusioned Sheriff Bell–can 
contain. As Moss tries to evade his pursuers–in particular a mysterious 
mastermind who flips coins for human lives.

 McCarthy simultaneously strips down the American crime novel and 
broadens its concerns to encompass themes as ancient as the Bible and as 
bloodily contemporary as this morning’s headlines.



A PRAYER FOR OWEN MEANY
JOHN IRVING

 I am doomed to remember a boy with a wrecked voice—not because of his 
voice, or because he was the smallest person I ever knew, or even because 
he was the instrument of my mother's death, but because he is the reason I 
believe in God; I am a Christian because of Owen Meany.

 In the summer of 1953, two eleven-year-old boys—best friends—are 
playing in a Little League baseball game in Gravesend, New Hampshire. 

 One of the boys hits a foul ball that kills the other boy's mother. The 
boy who hits the ball doesn't believe in accidents; Owen Meany 
believes he is God's instrument. 

 What happens to Owen after that 1953 foul ball is extraordinary.



THE ROUND HOUSE
LOUISE ERDRICH

 The Round House won the National Book Award for fiction.

 One of the most revered novelists of our time—a brilliant chronicler of 
Native-American life—Louise Erdrich returns to the territory of her 
bestselling, Pulitzer Prize finalist The Plague of Doves with The Round House, 
transporting readers to the Ojibwe reservation in North Dakota. 

 It is an exquisitely told story of a boy on the cusp of manhood who seeks 
justice and understanding in the wake of a terrible crime that upends and 
forever transforms his family.

 Riveting and suspenseful, and very accessible novel, this is a page-turning 
masterpiece of literary fiction—at once a powerful coming-of-age story, a 
mystery, and a tender, moving novel of family, history, and culture.



THE FRIEND
SIGRID NUNEZ

 INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER and WINNER OF THE 2018 NATIONAL BOOK 
AWARD.

 A moving story of love, friendship, grief, healing, and the magical bond between a woman and 
her dog.

 When a woman unexpectedly loses her lifelong best friend and mentor, she finds herself 
burdened with the unwanted dog he has left behind. Her own battle against grief is intensified 
by the mute suffering of the dog, a huge Great Dane traumatized by the inexplicable 
disappearance of its master, and by the threat of eviction: dogs are prohibited in her 
apartment building.

 While others worry that grief has made her a victim of magical thinking, the woman refuses 
to be separated from the dog except for brief periods of time. Isolated from the rest of the 
world, increasingly obsessed with the dog's care, determined to read its mind and fathom its 
heart, she comes dangerously close to unraveling. But while troubles abound, rich and 
surprising rewards lie in store for both of them.

 Elegiac and searching, The Friend is both a meditation on loss and a celebration of human-
canine devotion.



THE BRIEF WONDROUS LIFE OF OSCARWAO
JUNOT DIAZ

 Winner of The Pulitzer Prize, The National Book Critics Circle Award,  The Anisfield-
Wolf Book Award, The Jon Sargent, Sr. First Novel Prize,  and A Time Magazine #1 
Fiction Book of the Year.

 Nominated as one of America’s best-loved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read.

 Oscar is a sweet but disastrously overweight ghetto nerd who—from the New 
Jersey home he shares with his old world mother and rebellious sister—dreams of 
becoming the Dominican J.R.R. Tolkien and, most of all, finding love. But Oscar may 
never get what he wants. Blame the fukú—a curse that has haunted Oscar’s family 
for generations, following them on their epic journey from Santo Domingo to the 
USA. 

 Encapsulating Dominican-American history, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar 
Wao opens our eyes to an astonishing vision of the contemporary American 
experience and explores the endless human capacity to persevere—and risk it all—
in the name of love.



LITTLE FIRES EVERYWHERE
CELESTE NG

 Soon to be a Hulu limited series, starring Reese Witherspoon and Kerry Washington!

 This is a riveting novel that traces the intertwined fates of the picture-perfect Richardson family and the 
enigmatic mother and daughter who upend their lives.

 In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned – from the layout of 
the winding roads, to the colors of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead.  
And no one embodies this spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by the 
rules.

 Enter Mia Warren – an enigmatic artist and single mother – who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her 
teenaged daughter Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more 
than tenants: all four Richardson children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair.  But Mia carries with 
her a mysterious past and a disregard for the status quo that threatens to upend this carefully ordered 
community.

 When old family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle 
erupts that dramatically divides the town--and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia 
and her motives, Elena is determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will come 
at unexpected and devastating costs.

 Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of secrets, the nature of art and identity, and the ferocious pull 
of motherhood – and the danger of believing that following the rules can avert disaster.



THE ALIENIST
CALEB CARR

 “Caleb Carr’s rich period thriller takes us back to the moment in history when the modern idea 
of the serial killer became available to us.”—The Detroit News

 When The Alienist was first published in 1994, it was a major phenomenon, spending six months on 
the New York Times bestseller list, receiving critical acclaim, and selling millions of copies.  This 
modern classic continues to be a touchstone of historical suspense fiction for readers 
everywhere.

 The year is 1896. The city is New York. Newspaper reporter John Schuyler Moore is summoned 
by his friend Dr. Laszlo Kreizler—a psychologist, or “alienist”—to view the horribly mutilated 
body of an adolescent boy abandoned on the unfinished Williamsburg Bridge. From there the two 
embark on a revolutionary effort in criminology: creating a psychological profile of the perpetrator 
based on the details of his crimes. Their dangerous quest takes them into the tortured past and 
twisted mind of a murderer who will kill again before their hunt is over.

 Fast-paced and riveting, infused with historical detail, The Alienist conjures up Gilded Age New York, 
with its tenements and mansions, corrupt cops and flamboyant gangsters, shining opera houses and 
seamy gin mills. It is an age in which questioning society’s belief that all killers are born, not made, 
could have unexpected and fatal consequences.



BLESS ME, ULTIMA
RUDOLFO ANAYA

 Exquisite prose and wondrous storytelling have helped make Rudolfo Anaya the 
father of Chicano literature in English. Indeed, Anaya's tales fairly shimmer with the 
haunting beauty and richness of his culture. 

 Antonio Marez is six years old when Ultima enters his life. She is a curandera, one 
who heals with herbs and magic. 'We cannot let her live her last days in loneliness,' 
says Antonio's mother. 'It is not the way of our people,' agrees his father.  And so 
Ultima comes to live with Antonio's family in New Mexico.

 Soon Tony will journey to the threshold of manhood. Always, Ultima watches over 
him. She graces him with the courage to face childhood bigotry, diabolical 
possession, the moral collapse of his brother, and too many violent deaths. Under 
her wise guidance, Tony will probe the family ties that bind him, and he will find in 
himself the magical secrets of the pagan past—a mythic legacy equally as palpable as 
the Catholicism of Latin America in which he has been schooled.  At each turn in 
his life there is Ultima who will nurture the birth of his soul.



THE BURGESS BOYS
ELIZABETH STROUT

 Haunted by the freak accident that killed their father when they were children, Jim and Bob 
Burgess escaped from their Maine hometown of Shirley Falls for New York City as soon as 
they possibly could.

 Jim, a sleek, successful corporate lawyer, has belittled his bighearted brother their whole lives, 
and Bob, a Legal Aid attorney who idolizes Jim, has always taken it in stride. But their long-
standing dynamic is upended when their sister, Susan—the Burgess sibling who stayed 
behind—urgently calls them home. Her lonely teenage son, Zach, has gotten himself into a 
world of trouble, and Susan desperately needs their help.  

 And so the Burgess brothers return to the landscape of their childhood, where the long-
buried tensions that have shaped and shadowed their relationship begin to surface in 
unexpected ways that will change them forever.

 With a rare combination of brilliant storytelling, exquisite prose, and remarkable insight into 
character, Elizabeth Strout has brought to life two deeply human protagonists whose 
struggles and triumphs will resonate with readers long after they turn the final page.  Tender, 
tough-minded, loving, and deeply illuminating about the ties that bind us to family and 
home, The Burgess Boys is Elizabeth Strout’s newest and perhaps most astonishing work of 
literary art.
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