
Honors US History  
Summer Assignment 2019 

 
Dear Students, 
 
Welcome to HUSH (Honors US History)! As part of the State of Louisiana’s curriculum, 
the US History course in high school picks up where US History left off in middle 
school—with the issues of mass industrialization, western expansion, and progressive 
reform in the late 19th century. Therefore, periods of US history from pre-Colonial to 
Reconstruction will not be covered in this course. To best prepare you for literally 
jumping into the middle of US history, I have composed a summer assignment. HUSH, 
like all honors and AP courses, will require reading, research, and other tasks of you to 
complete independently. If you have any questions about the following assignment, 
please email Mr. Munsell at nathan.munsell@zacharyschools.org 
 
I will be expecting this assignment completed on the first day of school! A late penalty 
will apply for each day that this assignment is not turned in… Do not start off your 
school year, especially in an Honors class, this way. It will be quite difficult to recover 
to a decent grade if you do not complete this assignment. 
 
Enjoy your summer, but be sure to complete your summer assignment!  
 
Mr. Munsell 
 

Course Prologue 
 

 The latter half of the 19th Century was one of great change in America. The 
Industrial Revolution, which began in England, was stretching across the Atlantic 
Ocean to America, and it would both positively and negatively alter the lives of 
business owners and workers. However, this revolution was changing more than just 
industry. The Industrial Revolution was also a period of great physical movement in 
America, as Americans migrated (both west and to urban areas) and as immigrants in 
two major waves (The Old and the New Immigration Periods) crossed the oceans. Not 
only was industry changing as people were migrating and immigrating during this 
period, but the South was changing as well. Following the Civil War and 
Reconstruction, the South was different… It was a “New South.” Industrialization not 
only came to northern cities, but it also came to the agrarian South. However, the 
social injustice of the South still remained. Slavery was no more, but racism found a 
new form in late 1800s Southern culture… This new form of racism came under the 
pledge of “separate but equal” and the infamous Jim Crow laws. The events of the late 
1800s would usher in the new Century, giving rise to an imperial nation but also 
leaving room for Progressive reform. 
 

 



Instructions: 
 
 
• For this assignment, you’ll need to obtain a copy of The Devil in the White City: 

Murder, Magic and Madness at the Fair That Changed America by Erik Larson.  This 
book will be available for you to check out at the Zachary High School Library.  This 
book is also found at any major bookstores (Barnes & Noble, Boarders, etc.), book 
websites (Amazon.com, etc.), or at the local library.   Don’t wait until the end of 
the summer to pick up a copy! 

• You’ll need to READ The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic and Madness at 
the Fair That Changed America by Erik Larson prior to the first day of school.   After 
reading the book, you will need to complete the assignment: 

• Summer Assignment Part I (50 Points): Annotations 
o Annotate as you read. You must include in your notes from each chapter: 

• significant people (architects, inventors, famous visitors to fair) 
• events (catastrophes, murders, successes) 
• inventions  
• themes (any recurring theme as it surfaces in each chapter) 

o These notes must span the entire book. Everyone’s notes will differ in 
content, but yours must be at least three pages in length. These may be 
typed or written (if legible). BE SURE TO CITE PAGE NUMBERS IN NOTES. 
These notes will be submitted on the first day of school.   

o Bulleted notes are acceptable; for example: 
o Chapter 1 

 Chicago in the 1890’s was gritty/dangerous (p.34) 
• The city was filthy  
• Jobs accessible, but dangerous 
• Women in constant danger  

• Summer Assignment Part II (30 Points): In-class Essay 
o Students will be required to write an in-class essay on a major theme 

within the Devil in the White City. This essay will be assigned within the 
first week of school. I will select a theme that is apparent throughout the 
book; however, failure to reference evidence from the entire book in this 
essay will result in a failing grade.  

• Summer Assignment Part III (20 Points):  Students will also take an AR Quiz on The 
Devil in the White City within the first two weeks of school (worth 23 AR points). 
This will serve as a grade for your history class, but the AR points will also count 
towards your English III class. THIS WILL COVER YOUR AR POINTS FOR THE FIRST 
SIX WEEKS!!!!   

• This assignment will be posted on Mr. Munsell’s and Mr. Southall’s Moodle pages 
throughout the course of the summer.   Feel free to e-mail! 
nathan.munsell@zacharyschools.org. 
 

mailto:nathan.munsell@zacharyschools.org


I’M FULLY AWARE THAT THIS BOOK IS ON WWW.LITCHARTS.COM AND ON OTHER 
WEBSITES. PLEASE BE KIND TO REMEMBER THE SCHOOL’S POLICY ON CHEATING AND 
PLAGAIRISM. YOU WILL START OFF THE SCHOOL YEAR WITH ZERO OUT OF 100 POINTS 
IF YOU JUST COPY AND PASTE INFO FROM THE INTERNET.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Once again, welcome to HUSH! We’re gonna have fun! 
“If you could kick the person in the pants responsible for most of your trouble, you wouldn't sit for 
a month.” 

-Theodore Roosevelt 

 

http://www.litcharts.com/

